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Greed 
By M. W. Power 


HE wind shakes the leaf, on branches 
tall, 
Bringing down in shimmering drops, 
the rain. 
The dry earth quaffs, and drinks it all, 
Then waits impatiently, until it falls 
again. 
So we mortals take our heavenly 
blessings 
Greedily, and hold out hands for more, 
Whining when the showers are lessening, 
Never thankful for what we've had 
before. P 


O patient Lord, how sorely we must try 
Thy loving heart, that gives and gives 
still more 
Even when unthankful beings cry 
For yet more blessings from Thy 
bounteous store. 


Should We Be Perfectionists? 


Is perfection the Christian’s goal? 
It should be, in every branch ‘of his 
life, for that is the New Testament stand- 
ard. Satan is a past master and a@e»per- 
sistent one in tempting us to lower that 
standard, and if we give him an inch 
he will take an ell. It is a sad fact 
that some Christians are less careful 
in the duties. assigned to them than 
many worldly people, and this seems to 
be due to twisted thinking on the doc- 


trine of grace and Christian relation- 
ships. Be¢ause God is a merciful, 
Heavenly Father to His own ghildren 
is no reason why they should be slovenly 
in their work; and because a master 
and servant are both Christians is no 
reason why the master should be un- 
reasonable or the servant -presumptu- 
ous. The very fact th®t we are serv- 
ants of God should make us more 
careful, more conscientious, and more 
anxious to please Him, who sees all, 
and to give a consistent testimony 
to men, who know only in part. It is 
a terribly weakening excuse to say, 
“Well, we can’t be perfect, so what's 
the use of trying?” When a man tries 
to get a good product or put through 
a new plan, much harm can be done 
by someone who excuses imperfections 
and advocates the second best by say- 
ing, with a shrug of the shoulders, “Oh, 
he’s a perfectionist!” A person who gets 
a prescription filled at the drugstore 
wants the druggist to be a perfectionist. 
A man who submits to a brain or a 
heart operation wants the syrgeon to 
be a perfectionist. A concert pianist is 
expected to play a piece through with- 
out a single mistake. When a good artist 


Buying Is Not Giving 


” in The Sunday School Times, March 8, 1930 
{ 


A reprint from “‘Notes on Open Letters 


<4 INANCING the Church” seems 
Fe be a perennial problem. 
Many Christian people are trou- 

bled by it. Many usworthy methods 
of securing or “raising” money for the 
Lord’s work are popular in church 
circles, and the influence, testimony, and 
true ministry of churches are injured 
by this. On the other hand, many 
churches are proving that it is abun- 
dantly possible to have no financial prob- 
lem when God’s people follow the simple 
and straightforward method so plainly 


Comfort for Dark Days 


“Now the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 
the sheep . .. make you perfect” 
(Heb. 13:20, 21). 





























paints a picture he does not want a 
single flaw in it. Buyers of fine furni- 
ture will not tolerate scratches on the 
polished surface. The trouble is, we 
are too inclined to have a standard of 
absolute perfection for others and a 
much lower one for ourselves. When it 
comes to the spiritual life, the moment 
the Devil can persuade us to reason that 
we are obliged to sin and that just a 
little sinning does no harm, that moment 
he has gained a great victory and is 
on the way to further victories for his 
side. But the glorious New Testament 
truth is, not that the new birth makes 
it impossible for us to sin, but that the 
indwelling Holy Spirit makes it possible 
for us not to sin. In every temptation 
and at any moment the sufficient grace 
of Christ is available to every yielded 
and trusting believer. “There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it” 
(1 Cor. 10:13). “I can do ‘all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13), 


set forth in the Scriptures. That method 
is the practice of outright giving. “Every 
man according as he purposeth in his 
heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). “Now concern- 
ing the collection , . . Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath pros- 
pered him” (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). 

For many years THe Sunpay ScHoon 
Times has steadfastly urged this Scrip- 
tural method upon its readers, and has 
declined to approve or countenance in 
its columns, either in editorial or con- 
tributed articles or in advertisements, 
any other method of providing money 
for the Lord’s work. In a brief edito- 
rial article on the subject last year [1929] 
the Trmes said: 

The only method recognized and ap- 
proved in Scripture for the providing 
of money for the Lord’s work is out- 
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right giving. Buying is not giving. It 

is proper to buy, and it is proper to 

give, but it is not proper to think we 
are doing the one while we are doing 
the other. Church suppers, church 
fairs, church entertainments of any 
sort which charge a certain price and 
then turn the profit over to the church 
treasury, are unscriptural. For these 
methods appeal to people to buy some- 
thing in order to help the’ church, 
while the only Scriptural method is, 
not to buy, but to give. 

Meantime Tue Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs 
has carried various advertisements of 
articles that oan be sold, such as Christ- 
mas cards, holly wreaths, calendars, and 
other useful articles, in connection with 
which the advertisers have urged that 
the opportunity be taken to earn money 
for church or Sunday school or young 
people’s societies by selling these things. 
A few readers have written to the Towes 
asking wherein there is any difference 
between this and the unworthy and un- 
scriptural methods of raising money that 
the Tres haf editorially condemned. 

THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs is quite un- 
willing to carry any advertising that is 
contrary to its conscientious and ex- 
pressed editorial convictions. It declines, 
or refuses to consider, thousands of dol- 
lars of advertising every year that ap- 
pears in many high class secular period- 
ieals and even some Christian journals. 
Hence it gladly assures these readers 
that it is making no exception in the 
matter of advertisements suggesting 
ways of earning money for church work; 
if ‘those advertisements were contrary 
to the Tres’ expressed convictions on 
this subject, they would not be admitted 
to the advertising columns of this paper. 

But the distinction is a clear one, and 
readily seen upon a moment’s consid- 
eration. 

Is it wrong, or unworthy, or unscrip- 
tural, to earn money and give part or 
all of one’s earnings to the Lord’s work? 
If it is, then none of the earnings of any 
Christian man or woman could ever go 
into the Lord’s treasury. Those who 
are devoting their lives, for example, to 
the editing and publishing of THe Sun- 
pay Scnoot Trmes, and whose salaries 
are paid by The Sunday School Times 
Company, could never give any.ef these 
individual salaries or earnings of theirs 
to the support of their own local 
churches, or to sending the Gospel to 
foreign mission fields, or, to any other 
Christian work. Nor could Christian 
people who may be engaged in legitimate 
secular business, such as conducting a 
department store; or a bank, or a book 
business, or selling boots and shoes, ever 
give any of their earnings to the Lord’s 
work—if it is wrong to earn money and 
give part or all of the earnings to the 
Lord. 

This reductio ad absurdum shows that 
it is proper to give of one’s legitimate 
earnings to the Lord. It makes no dif- 
ference whether those earnings come 
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from the sale of boots and shoes, or from 
the conduct of a bank, or from publish- 
ing a religious paper, or. by selling 
Christmas cards and holly wreaths and 
calendars: any and all earnings may be 
drawn upon to:make up gifts to the 
Lord. - 

Why, then, is it unworthy and un- 
Scriptural to hold church suppers, 
church fairs, church entertainments of 
any sort, and then turn over the profit, 
or earnings, to the church treasury? 

The unscriptural principle is in asking 
people to buy something in order to 
help the Lord’s work, The only method 
of helping the Lord’s work recognized 
in the Scriptures is outright giving. 
Buying is not giving. It is proper 
to buy, and it is proper to _ Bive, 
but it is not proper to think we are 
doing the one while we are doing 
the other. It is@ot wrong to earn money 
to give to the Lord. It is wrong to ask 
people to buy in order to help the Lord. 

People should never be urged to buy 
anything on the ground that their buying 
will put money into the Lord’s treasury. 
This degrades the Lord’s work, and it 
robs of a spiritual blessing the person 
whose help is sought. There is a blessing 
in giving to the Lord; there is no spir- 
itual blessing in buying something, and 
getting value for the money you have 
paid, in order to help the Lord’s work. 
The difference between unworthy and 
unscriptural methods of “raising” money 
for the church, and legitimate and Scrip- 
tural methods of earning money in order 
to give to the Lord, is in the appeal 
made to the person approached. Adver- 
tisers are welcome to suggest to readers 
of Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmves that they 
sell various articles in order that they 
may earn money which may then be 
given outright to Christian work. 

“Raising” money for the church ordi- 
narily means that an appeal is made to 
the purchaser to buy in order to help 

tthe church. That is unworthy and un- 
scriptural. It dishonors the church, and 
it robs the purchaser of a blessing that 
can be his only when he gives outright. 
But selling legitimate merchandise, in 
order that the seller, who makes no 
appeal to the puschaser to buy as a help 
to the church, may then make an out- 
right gift from the profits of the sale to 
Christian work is a worthy and Scrip- 
tural method. The Apostle Paul fol- 
lowed.it when he made tents with his 
own hands, for commercial purposes, 
selling them and earning money thereby, 
and then doubtless giving some of that 
money for the needs of the Lord’s work. 

The fact that earnings from a sale may 
go into the Lord’s treasury should never 
be mentioned to a prospective buyer as 
a reason for buying. Sales should be 
made only because the buyer wishes the 
article offered as value received for 
money paid. The transaction should be 
kept wholly distinct from any connec- 
tion with Christian giving. But the one 
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who has made the sale is certainly free 
to give of the earnings to the Lord. 

Obviously, the recognition and adop- 
tion of this Scriptural principle bars the 
church itself from engaging in sales of 
any sort, for the only reason for such 
sales, whether anything is said about it 
or not, is to help the work of the church. 
Any such selling can properly be done 
only by individuals or by organizations 
apart from their connection with church 
work. Thus the’ two transactions, buy- 
ing and giving, are kept separate, which 
is the Scriptural method. 


Notes on Open Letters 
Understanding Hebrews 6:4-6 


Will you please explain Hebrews 
6:4-6?—A Canadian reader. 

The following reply to this question 
was written by Dr. Miner B. Stearns, 
principal of the Bible Institute of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission and director of 
the radio broadcast, La Bonne Nouvelle 
par les Ondes: 

To understand Hebrews 6:4-6 and 
other warnings of a similar nature in 
this Epistle to the Hebrews, such as 
chapter 10, verses 26 to 30, we need to 
understand the nature of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. To understand any pas- 
sage of Scripture we must know to whom 
it was written. All the Epistles of Paul 
are addressed to believers or to groups 
of believers and to churches; whereas 
this Epistle to the Hebrews is addressed 
to Jewish believers and other Jews who 
professed to be believers, but were not 
all true Christians.° Hence we have in 
this Epistle no less than seven warnings 
to such professing believers. . The pas- 
sage in question is one such warning. 
We must note that there is no statement 
in these verses that would indicate that 
the individuals mentioned have accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. It is 
merely stated that they, were once en- 
lightened, that they had tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and tasted the good Word 
of God and the powers of the world to 
éome. All these expressions might re- 
fer to those who had heard the Gospel 
and perhaps seen miracles performed, 
had seen some of their friends accept 
Christ as Saviour, and had read the 
Bible; but it is not said that they had 
believed. . 

There is one expression, however, that 
has caused some misunderstanding and 
that is in the middle of the passage, at 
the end of verse 4, where we read that 
they “were made partakers of the Holy 
Gho8st.” The crucial word in this sen- 
tence is the word “partakers.” We need 
to know that there are two Greek words 
thus translated in the English Bible. 
One of these words is found in 2 Peter 
1:4, where we read that the believers 


(Continued on page 528) 
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ll. Helping Your Child To Meet School Problems 


How a mother can keep her children’s confidence 
during the school years 


preparing the preschool child for 

his school days, by making sure he 

has received Christ as Saviour and 
by giving him specific teaching .con- 
cerning the problems that are likely to 
come up. Our responsibility does not 
stop there. Some have feared that the 
parents’ influence over the child ends 
with the beginning of school days, but 
that need not be so. In the first place, 
we have had him entirely to ourselves 
for five most valuable years. Probably 
less than one-tenth of his waking hours 
during his fifth year are spent in kinder- 
garten. Even during his grade school 
years he will be in school probably 
around one-fourth of the total hours 
that he is not sleeping These figures 
will vary, but in any cdse the child 
spends many more hours at home than 
he does in school. 

There are other things besides actual 
school hours making demands upon our 
child’s time, however. He goes to the 
library, or takes part in extracurricular 
activities, but more frequently he wants 
to spend after school hours and week- 
ends playing at the homes' of his school 
pals. There seems to be a tendency 
among parents these days to feel that 
their children will be happier if they 
grant their every request. Actually it 
is not true, and I believe we Christian 
parents should carefully regulate the 
time our children spend with their play- 
mates. In our own family our children 
have understood from the time they were 
toddlers that they were not, to leave 
our own premises without first asking 
our permission, and we have made it a 
privilege rather than an everyday oc- 
currence for them to play away from 
home. Their pals are welcome at our 
home and we try to see that there are 
play attractions, Not ‘only will this 
benefit our own children by keeping 
them under our guidance, but it may 
afford opportunities to point their un- 
saved playmates to Christ, 


The Need for Companionship 

Children need companionship, and 
seem to prefer that of their parents to 
that of others, if it is real companion- 
ship. That is the secret of helping our 
children to meet school problems, and it 
will be in evidence as we consider each 
separate problem. The close relation- 
ship between the parent and the pre- 
school child need not be broken when 
the latter begins to spend several hours 
a day in school. In order to train up 
our child in the way he should go, we 
must keep his confidence during the 
school years, not by demanding tq know 


T= foregoing article dealt with 





This is the second article in a series 
of three by Mrs. Miller on Chris- 
tian child training. In this article 
Mrs. Miller deffis with the problem 
of profanity and dirty talk, and 
makes practical suggestions as to 
what can be done to prepare chil- 
dren from Christian homes for the 
shocks that they are bound to meet 
when they go to school. The last 
article, to be published next week, 
will be on “The Christian Child and 
His School Lessons.” 








everything, but by being ready to listen 
to the details, however trivial, of his 
school life. 

School iis an interesting and valuable 
experience. Your child will find it so 
if you do. You have wonderful oppor- 
tunities to help your child to excel in 
school work, but this will be considered 
more fully in another article. If you 
show a genuine interest in your child’s 
school work, you will be ready to help 
when unchristian things come up. Ex- 
amine his school books. Admire the art 
work. Read the books, enjoy the stories, 
and perhaps learn new facts yourself. 
Things you might not like are in strange 
places. A language book might have a 
hint of evolution just as well as a 
science or history book. It is easy to 
point the erngr out to your child if you 
are in the habit of discussing his books 
with him. 

Teachers are for the most part nice 
people. True, mostrof them are not 
Christians, just as in any walk of life, 
but neither are they viciously trying to 
undermine the faith of our children. 
Actually, the majority of them really 
want to do the very best they can for 
our children. Sometimes their ideas of 
what is best clash with ours, simply be- 
cause they see these things from the 
viewpoint of an unsaved person. It is 
well for a Christian mother to visit 
school, to get acquainted with the 
teachers, and to be friendly and helpful 
in any way she can. Then, in most cases, 
she will find that the teachers respect 
her wishes when differences arise. 

Many a child who does not attend 
movies has felt “left out” while his 
classmates ardently discuss the thrills 
of the latest movies. My own daughter 
recently came to me grinning and said: 
“Mamma, the kids in schoo] are so sur- 
prised when I tell them that I’ve never 
been to a movie. They will hardly be- 
lieve me!” _Why should one. child feel 
unhappy and another feel amused in the 
same situation? Chiefly, I think, be- 


cause the latter has had experiences that. 
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far surpass the unsatisfying thrills of 
the movies. My children’s schoolmates 
envy them the trips they have taken 
to various parts of the country. Why 
don’t Christian people spend some of 
the money that the unsaved use for 
movies on some really worth-while ¢x- 
periences for their children? 

Though dancing is in no sense physi- 
cal education, it is taught in the physi- 
cal education period in many schools. 
Naturally every child is expected to take 
part, but I have known of no case in 
which a child was not readily excused 
when it was understood that the reason 
he did not wish to dance was because 
he was a Christian. The chief problem 
seems to be that a child may feel em- 
barrassed if he is the only one in his 
room who does not dance. The child 
who feels sure of himself is spared any 
humiliation in this situation. Previous 
training and warning are essential, so 
that the child’s own attitude toward 
dancing is firmly established. Then there 
needs to be constant counseling. Once 
my daughter said, “Mamma, we do some- 
thing in kindergarten while our teacher 
plays the piano, and I don’t know if it’s 
dancing or not.” 

When she described the motions, I 
recognized the waltz. In kindergarten! 
“Does your teacher have everybody do 
that?” I asked, after explaining to 
Jeannie what it was. 

“No, just anybody who- wants to.” 

“Then if I were you, I ,wouldn’t ever 
do it,” I advised, and my advice was 
followed. 


Drawing the Line 

There is a progression from motion 
songs and singing games to folk dancing 
to modern dancing, and one can scarcely 
tell where one ends and another begins. 
“One doesn’t know where to draw the 
line,” Christian mothers have © said. 
Actually I do not believe that where 
we draw the line is as important as 
knowing that our child is willing and 
ready to draw that line because he de- 
sires to live for the/Lord. If we have 
taught him well, and continually coun- 
sel with him about the matter, the actual 
decision at school can be left to, him. 
It is gratifying to hear from one’s child 
the first news of the year’s dancing pro- 
gram like this, “We had dancing for the 
last two weeks, but of course I didn’t 
dance.” 

Other children dance; we give our 
children something better. We have dis- 
cussed with them how niuch more valu- 
able and satisfying good music is, and 
each of our children intends ‘to learn to 








516 (4) 


play the piano and one other instrument, 
and to play them well. 

Children who know about the false 
teachings of evolution before they meet 
them in school are apt to regard crit- 
ically any teaching that seems doubtful 
to them. My children bring up the sub- 
ject for discussion at home whenever 
their teachers or textbooks raise a ques- 
tion in their minds, thus giving us op- 
portunity to continue the teaching begun 
in preschool days. * Children’s minds are 
logical, and it is easy to show them the 
inconsistencies of the false theories. The 
children whose parents were wisé 
enough to share with them the news of 
the ignoble end of the Piltdown man will 
never be prey to these ungodly teach- 
ings. 

“You tell that teacher thus and so!” 
parents are wont to tell their children 
who inform them of evolutionary teach- 
ing. I wonder if we would have the 
boldness to do what we think our chil- 
dren ought. Personally, I feel satisfied 
if my children can discern truth and 
error for themselves in this matter. I 
certainly want them to understand that 
their teacher teaches the error because 
he is not saved and is deceived, and we 
do not feel any antagonism toward him 
because of it. If my children, of their 
own accord, give a real testimony for the 
Lord in this matter, fine. But I shall 
not try to force it, for in that case I 
fear it would simply be argumentative 
and of no real value. 

Vulgar jokes are told among school 
children, and our youngsters will likely 
hear them sooner or later. If they have 
been in the habit of telling us the jokes 
and riddles they have enjoyed, they will 
continue to do so unless we stop them. 
The surest way to stop them is to show 
that we are shocked at something they 
tell us and say, “Don’t ever let me hear 
you say anything like that again!” 

Like all evils, the beginnings of vul- 
garity are small, but the right time to 
deal with it is at the beginning. A joke 
that was a bit on the shady side was 
told me by my children. I requested of 
them that they do not repeat that joke, 
for it mentions things we speak of only 
in our own family. I also showed them 
that there are plenty of funny jokes 
that are not at all questionable, so we 
don’t need that one, 

“Why do the kids laugh when anyone 
says the word 2” my fifth-grader 
asks me. I answer her question as 
clearly as I can, then I show her the 
evil of such jesting, and she is satisfied. 
I have given her the information she 
wanted, so she is not left with unsatis- 
fied curiosity which would lead her to 
listen eagerly to more of such talk. 
Rather she has a desire to seek more 
wholesome things. Once I had to an- 
swer her question, “Why do they laugh?” 
with, “I don’t know.” Then, too, she 
was satisfied, and shared my opinion 
that we do not need to know. 
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It is important that we give our chil- 
dren wholesome information concerning 
reproduction and sex to forestall the 
wrong approach to these things that 
come to children so very young these 
days. The book, “Growing Up,” by Karl 
de Schweinitz,1 which does a good job 
of explaining things clearly for young 
children, without offense, has proved 
helpful in our family. 

The Lord has not, chosen to remove 
us from this evil wérld as soon as we 





1 Macmillan Co., New York, $1.75; reviewed 
in The Sunday School Times, Jan, 16, 1928. 


-intercedes for them (John 17:15). 
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were saved, but has left us here for our 
own Christian development in the midst 
ef ungodliness. But He has not left 
us to fight the battle alone. Neither has 
He left our Christian school childrén to 
fight their battle alone. Chfist Himself 
The 
Holy Spirit indwells them (1 Cor. 3:16). 
More than that, God has given the chil- 
dren parents to counsel and guide them 
through the years when they are young 
and tender. May we parents not fail 
in this precious duty! 
(To be concluded) 


. 


Il. The Bible in the Public Schools 


What are the honest answers to objections to Bible reading in the schools? 


IVE significant answers can be given 

to those who object to the Bible in 
our public schools: 

1. Objection is made on the ground of 
the separation of church and state. 


We are justly proud of our American 
principle of a free church in a free 
state. The first amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the U.S.A. provides that 
“Congress shall make no laws respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohib- 
iting the free exercise thereof.” This 
means that no particular religion or 
church can be supported by public tax- 
ation, as for example, the Episcopal 
Church in England or the Catholic 
Church in Roman countries or the 
Presbyterian Church in _ Scotland. 
Those denominations are the “estab- 
lished churches” in thos@ countries, and 
all others are “dissenters.” 

But now notice: when we say that 
we believe in the separation of church 
and state we mean, according to the 
above clause of the Constitution, that 
we do not believe in supporting any 
particular sect out of the public funds. 
What has that to do with reading the 
Bible in the public schools? That does 
not involve the expenditure of the peo- 
ple’s money; nor does it interfere with 
anybody’s conscientious scruples. If any 
parents do not wish their children to 
hear this Book read, they can be ex- 
cused from attendance on the exercise. 
No coercion or persecution is involved. 
The Bible belongs to the state as much 
as it does to the church. The Ten Com- 
mandments are printed on the wall of 
one of the great public buildings of 
Pittsburgh. Does that trouble anybody? 
Not at all, for most of those Command- 
ments are woven into the laws of the 
state itself, 

Church and state both come from God. 
It is like the case of a father with two 
sons. God is the Father and- church 
and state are two of His children. 
Neither child can direct or lofd it over 
the other one, but both are amenable 
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to the Father’s will and requests. So 
these two arms of God’s government are 
independent of each other—quite sep- 
arate, but both dependent on Him, State 
is just as much a divine ordinance as 
the church. God’s Word has a place in 
both, without confusing the one with 
the other. 


2. A second objection holds that the 
Bible is a sectarian Book. 


Some years ago the Supreme Court of 
Illinois decided that the Bible could not 
be read in the schools of that state be- 
cause, so the majority opinion said, there 
seemed to be no practical test to deter- 
mine whether any given portion sup- 
ported a sectarian doctrine or not. Hence 
the only means of preventing sectarian 
instruction was to avoid all reading of 
the Bible whatsoever. 

Now this was manifestly ‘a poor de- 
cision. Majorities are not always right. 
The dissenting minority opinion showed 
that the Supreme Court of the U.S.A. 
and the Supreme Courts of ten states 
at that time had decided that the Bible 
is non-sectarian in character. The Tili- 
nois court could not find a single case 
which supported its contention. Maine, 
Massachusetts, Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Kansas, Texas, Wisconsin, and 
Nebraska all differed in their decisions 
from Illinois. 

Any number of experiments have been 
made which show that the Bible is not 
a sectarian book. In Chicago they used 
to have a book of selections from the 
Scriptures for school use agreed upon by 
Protestants, Catholics, and Jews. The 
very fact that such selections can be 
made shows that there are portions of 
the Bible which simply teach the great 
fundamentals of religion, without refer- 
ence to any sect or denomination. 

The first case involving use of the 
Bible in the public school was decided 
by the Supreme Court of Maine in 1854 
and the decision was clear cut. An 
atheist document, which I have before 
me, lies when it says that wherever. a 
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ease has been settled by a state Supreme 
Court, the decision always has been 
against the Bible. The fact is that four- 
teen out of sixteen state Supreme Courts 
have debated the subject and have 
opened the door to the Bible. A Ro- 
man Catholic father once objected to 
the reading of the Bible in the.schools 
on the ground that it violated the 
scruples of his daughter, and the order 
of her church. In reply, the court said: 
“If the Bible can be excluded from the 
schools by any church, any other book 
could be so excluded. One sect might 
object to one book, and another fo an- 
other, and the result would be anarchy. 
It would place education forever in sub- 
ordination to decrees of the sects. It 
would subject the will of a miajority to 
the conscience of minority, even of one.” 


3. A third objection is that Bible read- 
ing violates the rights of conscience. 

A young lady once asked me, “Is con- 
science always right?” and I replied: 
“No. The Hindu mother throws her 
babe in the Ganges and does it con- 
scientiously. Conscience is like a watch 
which you consult. You may depend on 
it and it may be wrong. It must be 
regulated and compared with Standard 
Time.” So it is that the individual con- 
science must be compared with God’s 
ideas of right and wrong as revealed in 
the Bible. Hence the person who es- 
chews the Bible is not to be trusted in 
the matter of the rights of conscience. 
Government has to be administered 
for the greatest good of the greatest 
number. Sunday laws conflict with some 
folks’ conscience; they would like to 
spend the day as they choose. All the 
other laws on the statute books conflict 
with somebody’s ideas—laws against steal- 
ing and libel and profiteering and over- 
work, and the like. Personal liberty, 
if pushed to the extreme, results in an- 
archy. If you're going- to have any sort 
of government at all, it will be through 
the surrender of individual rights or 
preferences for the common good. So 
it is in, this matter. The law has to con- 
sider the welfare of the majority, and 
the minority must submit. Which is 
better, to throw the Bible out because 
of the scruples of the minority, or to 
keep it in because of the preference of 
the leading statesmen and educators of 
the land? Has the Bible ever ruined 
any individual or city or nation? Or has 
it, on the other hand, been a blessing 
to all who observe its precepts? Con- 
scientious objectors were not dealt with 
very tenderly during the World War. 
Let us not be too tender with them in 
this issue and case. When skeptics were 
ridiculing the Bible, Diderat, the French 
philosopher and skeptic, said, “No better 
lessons than those of the Bible can I 
teach my child.” He asked some French 
infidels one day which of them could 
prepare a tale so touching, simple, and 
sublime as the tale of the passing and 
death of Jesus Christ. He said he knew 
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nobody in France or elsewhere who 
could do this. 

4. A fourth argument is that there is 
a@ general demand for the exclusion of 
the Bible from the schools. (The figures 
below are subject to change from time 
to time. They are the latest possessed 
by the author). 

This is simply not true to the facts 
in the case. If there were unanimity in 
this matter, the case would be different, 
but there is not. It is another instance 
of variety of opinion, just as the states 
have in the case of divorce, Sunday 
closing, and motion pictures. But the 
great majority are favorable to some 
sort of Bible reading as the following 
facts show. Beginning with the states 
most favorable and concluding with those 
least favorable to the Bible, the situa- 
tion would be about as follows: Nine 
states provide that the Bible shall not 
be excluded from the public schools. 
Hence its reading there is mandatory. 
Then coming to the next grade, 14 other 
states uphold its use as lawful. Coming 
still further down, 15 states have neither 
laws nor opinions relating to the matter. 
A fourth grouping shows three states 
where the Bible is not used, though 
there are no decisions against it. The 
fifth group contains 7 states where there 
are opinions against it, either by the 
Supreme Court, the Attorney General, or 
the state’s school superintendent. Thus 
it would seem that 41 out of 48 states 
leave the way open for the Bible to be 
read, and only 7 shut the doors against 
it. Does that indicate a general demand 
for its exclusion? 


5.‘ Perhaps the final answer to all these 
Objections is that this is a Christian 
nation, and hence the Christian’s Bible 
is in place in its schools. 

Here are the facts of the case: The 
Federal Constitution does not explicitly 
recognize Christianity, but it contains no 
word that reflects upon it and gn several 


» formatory? 


(5) 


517 


incidentals it implicitly recognizes Chris- 
tianity. It bears the date “In the year 
*of our Lord 1787.” In four places it 

demands the sanction of an oath. It 

suggests in Article I, Section 7 the ob- 
servance of the Christian Sabbath, From 
the very first, Congress has had a con-* 
stant succession of chaplains; and the 
sessions of both houses have been con- 
tinuously opened with religious services. 
The Army, Navy, and the prisons of the 
United States have always had chaplains 
provided by law and paid from the pub- 
lic purse. The states likewise provide 
for the prisons, penitentiaries, and re- 
formatories. Is it logical for us to deny 
the boy the hearing of the Bible before 
he goes wrong, and then insist that he 
hear it when committed to jail or re- 
Days) of fasting and prayer 
and thanksgiving have been appointed 
all through our history. We date our 
calendar from the birth of Christ. We 
say this is the year 1954; but if we were 
a Jewish nation we should have the 
date 5714, and if we were a Mohammedan 
people, we should be living in the year 
1371. 

What conclusions would any sane per- 
son draw. from the above facts? What 
did Daniel Webster, that great inter- 
preter of the Constitution, say? He said, 
“Christianity is part of the law of the 
larid.” Any number of state decisions 
could be cited; but what settles the 
whole matter beyond dispute is the find- 
ing of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the case of Holy Trinity 
Church vs. the U.S.A., decided February 
29, 1892, in which Justice Brewer de- 
livered the following opinion: “These 
and many other matters which might be 
noticed add a volume of unofficial dec- 
larations to the mass of organic utter-. 
ances that this is a Christian nation.” 
That was the pronouncement of the 
highest authority in our land. 


CINCINNATI. 


XIV. The Invisible World of Evil Spirits 


; Can we communicate with departed loved ones? 


N AN earlier article in this series, we 

saw something of the four individual 
riders of Revelation 6. In chapter 9, 
mass attackers appear. The four riders 
brought terrible judgments upon the 
earth, but even more dreadful and severe 
judgments break over the world when 
the mass attackers come upon the scene. 
There are two armies mentioned, one 
of locusts, the other of horses. The first 
group are tormentors, or torturers. The 
second group are murderers. 


What are these strange monstrosities 
—can we know? Here many leave the 
sane principles of Bible interpretation 
and wander off into fields of specula- 
tion. But if we may not know the mean- 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


ing of every symbol given here, we can 
know what is -the main outline of the 
chapter by keeping before us the setting 
of these dreadful judgments. Some have 
attempted to explain the locusts as rep- 
resenting false doctrines and doctrines 
of demons. Such a view holds that, 
after the Church is raptured, these hell- 
ish cults will sweep the world with their 
soul-destroying influence, blighting the 
souls of men and so causing these ter- 
rible torments. But we have soul-de- 
stroying cults with us today, cults and 
isms innumerable. . Surely we do not 
need to wait for the locusts to bring 
them; they are here now. We can see 
their deadly work on every hand. They 
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do not torment men, they do not urge 
men to commit suicide or pursue death, 
as do the locusts and horses of Revela- 
tion 9, but just the opposite. These 
demon doctrines drug the soul an@ in- 
oculate the human heart with the sense 
or feeling of a false security. Their vic- 
tims do not suffer. torment, but are 
lulled to sleep; their senses are dead- 
ened by the demon virus, conscience is 
murdered. In the grip of Such doctrines 
men lose sin consciousness and God con- 
sciousness, and the fear of future pun- 
ishment departs. 


Evil Spirits From the Pit 


No, these locusts and horses of Reve- 
lation 9 are evil spirits liberated from 
the “bottomless pit,” bent on making a 
hell on earth for the victims of their, 
inhuman torture. In God’s mercy, they 
now lie battened down and fettered. At 
the time of the trumpet judgments and 
after the blast of the fifth angel, as a 
judgment on men who have refused to 
yield to God and identify themselves 
by taking His seal in their foreheads, 
God Almighty allows the infernal regions 
to be opened and these spirit beings to 
be released. The key is given under the 
permissive will of an Almighty God, and 
the time and restrictions set beyond 
which these wicked spirits may not go. 
The locusts are given power. They~are 
commanded, not left to go at will in 
their fanatical rage, but have a rigid 
commission which they must fulfill. 
They are not natural locusts, for they 
hurt not the grass, green things, or trees, 
as locusts of earth do. They are re- 
stricted to the unsealed of God. They 
rush here and there examining the brows 
of men, searching for unmarked brows, 
the rebels of mankind who have will- 
fully refused this protecting mark of 
God’s mercy. They are restrained from 
killing and are only to torment. They 
will sting, but it will not be the sting 
of death, yet death would be a happy > 
release to their victims. The scorpion 
sting will be well nigh unbearable, as 
life then becomes hell on earth under 
these vicious tormentors. The time limit 
is given. For five months these denizens 
of the bottomless pit are permitted to 
hurt their helpless victims. 

On the other hand, when the army 
of horses and their riders appear after 
the sounding of the sixth trumpet (Rev. 
9:13-21), their commission is to kill a 
third part of the inhabitants of the earth 
(v. 15). 

The phenomena of the invisible world 
ef evil spirits is very deep and is sur- 
rounded with many difficulties. Many 
innocent, unsuspecting, well-meaning 
people are today being trapped in the 
meshes of demons who prey upon hu- 
man sorrows. Morbid curiosity or the 
great desire of wistful hearts to com- 
municate with their departed loved ones 
make some persons easy victims for 
lying, deceitful spirits. It is for these 
who are sincere and have such longing 
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desires that these pages are written, for 
these who do not have a knowledge of 
the Scriptures to warn them of the great 
danger they will be in should they un- 
wittingly be led into this snare of the 
Devil. 

For those who, in spite of all that God 
has revealed in His Word of the danger 
in traffic in the realm of demons, and 
who persistently meddle in the realm 
of the evil unseen world and yield them- 
selves body and soul to denizens of the 
pit, we can offer no hope, unless they 
will cease from a willing subjection to 
their demon,» masters and allow “the 
Nazarene,” so called and so hated of 
demons, to come to their rescue and re- 
lease them to the light and libkerty of 
the children of God. There are several 
classes in the realm of fallen, invisible 
spirit beings mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures. 

One class is referred to as confined “in 
everlasting chains under darkness” 
(Jude 6). These defiant angels invaded 
places that God had forbidden them to 
enter, and they have been chained and 
manacled in eternal darkness and de- 
spair. They'are beyond all hope and 
are in perdition. For them no atone- 
ment has been made, no sacrifice ever 
given. Beyond the reach of mercy, they 
can only await their dreadful doom of 
appearing before the bar of a holy God. 

Another class of fallen beings is sim- 
ilar, but not confined to any prison. 
They are commonly called demons. 
These fallen, invisible beings are free 
to roam at the will and command of 
their demon princes, who, in turn, re- 
ceived their orders from Satan,’ “the 
prince of the power of the air.” 

There are many different kinds /of de- 
mons. Some are unclean, morally they 
are debasing and are lepers of the un- 
derworld. They tempt men to acts of 
immorality and shame. They degrade 
to the "gp pores depths of vice and 
depravity, and belong to the slimy, filthy, 
swine trough of incest. 

Some demons are dangerous. ~ They 
are violent,. ruthless, and have super- 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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human strength, having the power to 
smash into shivers every restraint placed 
upon them. The man from Gadara, in 
Mark 5, was a sample of this kind. All 
fetters were broken in pieces, chains 
forged by the local blacksmith were as 
threads once the wicked legion of de- 
mons that indwelt him chose to rid him 
of them. 

There are wicked demons who are 
deeply religious, and this may account 
for the fact that so many cults and isms 
are rising today. These demons work 
in the realm of doctrine, formulating 
creeds and dogmas that are subtle sub- 
stitutes for the great God-given truths 
of Christianity. They deceitfully attack 
the great doctrines of the Christian faith, 
under the pretense that. their doctrines 
are supported*by the Word of God. 

Some demons inflict physical and men- 
tal infirmities upon those,of whom they 
take possession. Our Lord found the 
land of Palestine overrun with such 
malicious and hateful demons. His com- 
mission of the Kingdom was aimed at 
the overthrow of these cruel captors of 
mankind. They inflicted blindness, in- 
sanity, lameness, dumbness, crooked- 
ness, and numerous other bodily infirm- 
ities upon their unfortunate victims, and 
our Lord freed these victims and cast 
out the intruders. 

Some wicked ‘spirits impersonate the 
dead. They are destitute of human ten- 
derness or compassion. They will stop 
at nothing, providing they can only ruin 
the soul and plunge their unsuspecting 
victim into hopeless perdition. 





The Modern Seance 


In the modern spiritist seance four 
persons are involved—the one seeking 
to commune with dead or departed loved 
ones; the medium, or demon-possessed 
man or woman; the familiar spirit, de- 
mon, or control; the dead person in- 
quired for, who actually never appears, 
but is impersonated by a demon. It 
may be asked how a man or woman 


- becomes a medium, or wizard, or witch. 


When a human being, sometimes closeted 
in a dark room in solitude, beseeches 
and entreats a demon to enter his heart, 
at last it does enter and possession takes 
place. At first this demon will reveal 
to its victim secrets far beyond the 
power of man. But later it begins to 
make life unbearable for its prisoner, 
until the unhappy victim becomes a rav- 
ing lunatic, or ends his life of torment 
in suicide. 

In. the mercy and wisdom of an Al- 
mighty God, our Creator has so ordained 
that none of these wicked beings may 
cross the threshold of a human heart 
without the human will assenting to its 
entrance. The same stands true in re- 
lation to the Lord Jesus. The blessed 
Saviour patiently and lovingly waits and 
knocks at the door of the human heart, 
but He will never force an entrance. 
The soul must invite, the will must as- 


(Continued gn page 528) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Pocket Testament League has 
distributed a million Gospels in 


China, a million in Formosa, more 
than ten million Gospels and New Tes- 
taments in Japan, and now a million in 
Korea. 

“A million Koreans, lined up side by 
side, would stretch from New York to 
Buffalo, a distance of 378 miles. It 
would take five days and nights to walk 
that line, giving one Gospel to each per- 
son. In Korea, this has been done by 
sending out teams of Christian workers 
in specially equipped Gospel sound 


‘trucks and with the aid of Christian 


‘ 


Koreans. 

“General Maxwell D. Taylor of the 
Eighth Army writes: “Considering the 
expense and effort in printing, shipping, 
and handling this volume of New Testa- 
ments and Scripture portions, it is fitting 
that I should express the sincere appre- 
ciation of this command for the untiring 
work of the 'League” (Alfred Kunz, 
Director, Pocket Testament League, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York City). 


Mr. Harry R. Smith of the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee, is also vice- 
president of the Bank of America. At 
a recent convention of the businessmen, 
he said: “In order to reach men for 
Christ, what we aretis even more per- 
suasive than what we do. ‘He hath made 
him to be sin for us’ gives us positional 
righteousness, but until that positional 
righteousness begins to show up in my 
life as experimental righteousness, then 
my life will never persuade anyone else. 

“God does not command us to be om- 
nipresent or omniscient. But He does 
command us to be holy. He never com- 
mands without also giving the power. 
He says that if we are in Him, holiness 
will begin to manifest itself day by day, 
hour by hour; and that is the life that 
persuades. 

“Suppose for a moment that the Lord 

Jesus Christ were to appear here in per- 
son and say, ‘I have decided to return 
to earth, and I need a body to do the 
work I have in mind. That’s exactly 
what God wants to do with your body 
and mine in the person of His Holy 
Spirit. What a privilege for us! 
_ “Marvelous is it that, while God might 
have used angels to evangelize the world, 
it was not His plan. He decided to com- 
mit the word of reconciliation to me 
and to you, a responsibility and oppor- 
tunity which angels would delight to 
grasp. 

“Our lives should approach experi- 
mentally that holiness, that righteous- 
ness, and that love which is ours by 
position in Christ Jesus. He wants our 
time and our talent. He wants our 


money. One of the troubles I find in my 
life is that, every time I have a little 
more, I tend to up my standard of living. 
The Lord is talking to me about it all 
the time.” 


Much discussion is going on about 
Professor Hromadka of Prague, whether 
he will be given a visa to attend the 
World Council of Churches in Evanston. 
He has evidently conformed to the Com- 
munism of his native land, and is per- 
sona grata to its cruel government. 

If he comes he will be acclaimed by 
the Evanston assembly. But what of 
Dr. H. Prohaska, director of the Bap- 
tist theological school in Prague, who 
has been sentenced to twelve years im- 
prisonment on false Communist charges? 
And what of Jean Ricar, president of 
the Baptist Union of Czechoslovakia, 
condemned to eighteen years; and what 
of Cyril Burgert, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Prague, now started on 
a seven-year prison term; and what of 
Michel Kaspar, president of the Associa- 
tion of Baptist Churches of Slovakia, 
now on a five-year term? 

Will Hromadka, who has submitted to 
Communism, lead the assembly in an 
appeal for release of these sufferers? 
Would.that one could believe it! There 
will be Northern Baptists in the Evans- 
ton meeting. Will they propose that the 
World Council ask our government to 
use its good offices in behalf of the 
Czech Baptist leaders? 

When a leader in the early church 
was imprisoned “prayer was made with- 
out ceasing of the church unto God for 
him.” Will the World Church pray for 
these imprisoned saints at its meetings? 
Will it make specific prayer for any- 
thing? Is it a praying church, or just 
a resolutions-passing church? 


H. Park Tucker is chaplain of the Fed- 
eral Penitentiary, Atlanta, the second 
largest belonging to the United States 
Government. A wild life as a boy and 
coal miner ended when he found himself 
crushed for hours under coal and earth, 
with more than forty broken bones. 
Hand and forearm had to be amputated. 
Then the Lord called him to preach 
the Gospel. 

Handicapped by lack of schooling and 
a vocabulary, which was about ninety- 
fivé per cent profanity, he nevertheless 
enrolled in Wheaton College among the 
boys and girls of embarrassingly teen 
age. Then he completed four years of 
college, and graduated after three years 
in Eastern Baptist Seminary. Followed 
the pastorate of Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Chillicothe, Ohio, serving at the 
same time as chaplain in the Ohio State 
Reformatory. 

e 





By ERNEST GORDON 


This experience with prison inmates 
led to his appointmerft to the Atlanta 
penitentiary seven years ago. There he 
has initiated a Bible Survey Course for 
prisoners which, in five years, more than 
1,500 inmates have voluntarily taken. 

There are regular examinations, and 
diplomas for those passing. In his classes 
are men of wealth who have gone wrong, 
learned scientists who worked on atom 
bomb projects, the head of the German 
spy ring in America, as.well as under- 
world characters and the most hardened 
criminals. 


The suppression by the Vatican of the 
priest-wageworker movement in France 
has been followed by a blow at the Do- 
minican Order, leaders in French Cath- 
olic intellectualism and spiritual revival. 
The Provincial Heads in Paris, Lyon and 
Toulouse, have been disciplined; Father 
Congar, a reform leader, forbidden to 
live in Paris; Father Boisselet, publisher 
of Cerf; Father Perret, philosopher; and 
Father Chenu, leaders in revival through 
the New Testament, have also been dealt 
with by Rome. Thus Rome has struck 
at the elite of the French Catholic 
Church, 

The editor of the Catholic publication 
Spirit asks: 

“What right has the ambassador of a 
foreign power to call French citizens 
together, preside at their meeting, and 
transmit to them secret orders? One 
would also like to know if the bishops 
are successors of the apostles or simply 
prefects [i.e., of a political power]?” 

In his next number he was obliged to 
apologize to Rome! 

The French Catholic writer, Francois 
Mauriac, was not intimidated. He de- 
clared that “the marching wing” of the 
Church of France has been frightfully 
injured. Dominicans represent the spirit 
of liberty in the church. To attack the 
sons of Pére Lacordaire (an earlier and 
famous Dominican preacher of Paris) is 
like dynamiting one of our cathedrals. 
So he urges a new Concordat with.Rome 
on the part of the French Government, 
in order to protect the rights of the 
French Church. 

Another publication sees in this move- 
ment of Rome “the ruin of forty years 
of Catholic revival, probably many con- 
versions to Protestantism, and perhaps 
schism, Taceat laicus in ecclesia (Let 
the layman keep silence in the church) 
is the maxim of an earlier pope. It is 
now applied to the enlightened clergy 
who are working for reform. 

The former Dominican, M. Angel 
Béart, now leading in the French Refor- 
mation movement, will no doubt have 
something to tell us of this later. 
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LESSON 1. JULY 4. JESUS, OUR EXAMPLE AND LORD 


Luke 2:40-52; printed text, Same 


Golden Text.—Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.—Luke 2: 52 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 
Luke 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 


feast of the passover, 


42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 


Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 


43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and 


his mother knew not of it. 


44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, 
went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their 


kinsfolk and acquaintance, 


45 And when they found him not, they turned back again 


to Jerusalem, seeking him. 


46 And it came to pass, that after three days, they found . 
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

OW thankful we should be that 
H Luke wrote a Gospel, moved to 

do so by the Holy Spirit! And 
we are glad that what was written pri- 
marily for his personal friend Theophi- 
lus (Luke 1:3) was given to the whole 
church. We can imagine how thrilled 
and blessed Theophilus was when he 
received and read this wonderful account 
of the earthly life of Christ, and how 
he would say to himself, “I cannot keep 
this to myself; I must share it with 
the church.” So he arranged to have it 
read at successive meetings of the local 
church. Then some good elder would 
suggest a copy being made to share with 
a neighboring church. A stranger, hear- 
ing it there, would report to his church 
in another part, with the result that a 
request would be sent for a copy. And 
so it would go, until the churches every- 
where were using it as an authoritative 
document inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

But this is not a lesson on the canon 

of Scripture. We were talking about 
Luke’s Gospel. Suppose we had only 
Matthew, Mark, and John. We should, 
of course, be very thankful for them, 
but how much that is beautiful and be- 
yond valuation we should have lost! And 
among other things, the contents of the 
first two chapters, given us nowhere else. 
Mark and John say nothing about the 
birth (unless in John 1:14), the infancy, 
the childhood, the boyhood of Jesus. 
Matthew leaps directly from the infancy 
to the ministry. It is left to Luke to 
give the fullest story of the birth, and 


47 And all that heard him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers. 

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 


us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 


4 


unto them. 


49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? 
50 And they understood not the saying which he spake 


51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all ‘these 
sayings in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 


favour with God and man. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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to give this one glimpse of the growing 
boy. 

It would be a profitable exercise to 
mark everything in these first two chap- 
ters of Luke’s Gospel. that would be 
of special interest to a physician (see 
Col. 4:14). Among other items would 
be these two notices about the develop- 
ment of Jesus, verses 40 and 52, which 
open and close the lesson portion. Luke 
was a doctor,. interested not only in 
physical and mental growth, but also in 
spiritual growth. It is because this last 
has been so sorely neglected that so 
large a section of modern youth repre- 
sents a national problem. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 2:40.—“And the child . . . waxed 
strong . filled with wisdom .. . the 
grace of God...” The words “in spirit” 
are omitted in the A'S.V. The verse 
speaks of the physical, intellectual, and 
spiritual state of the child Jesus, up to 
the age of twelve. 

Verse 41—“Now his parents went to 

. the feast of the passover.” The Law 
required only the males of the family 
to go up to the feasts (Exod. 23:14-17), 
but the practice had come to include 
the women, 

Verse 42.—“‘And when he was twelve 
. . « they went up to... the feast.” 
Twelve (sometimes thirteen) was the 
age at which a Jewish boy became a 
“son of the law,” or “a son of the con- 
gregation,” assuming ‘personal responsi- 
bility for keeping the Law. 

Verse 43.—“. . . the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem .. .” Any normal 
boy would be tempted to prolong his 
visit to the capital city, especially if it 

* 


were his first visit. In this case, how- 
ever, it was more than a boyish trick 
(v. 49). 


Verse 44.—“But they .. . went a day’s 
journey; and they sought him .. .” Per- 
haps the failure of Mary and Joseph to 
check up on the presence of Jesus be- 
fore starting out is ywnderstandable, con- 
sidering that He was now a responsible 
youth, according to Law. The first day’s 
journey was probably short, allowing 
time for preparations and farewells, 


Verse 45.—“And when they found him 
not, they turned back . . . seeking him.” 
The evening brought the discovery of 
His absence. Failing to find Him among 
their fellow travelers, a return to Jeru- 
salem next morning was inevitable. 


Verse 46—“After three days they 
found him in the temple . . . hearing 
them, and asking them questions.” “After 
three days” does not mean that they 
hunted Jerusalem for three days. The 
time notice includes the journey out, the 
return, and the search in the city itself. 
Notice that Jesus was not assuming the 
role of teacher, but that of disciple— 
hearing, and asking questions. 


Verse 47.—“And all that heard him 
were astonished at his understanding 
and answers.” His “answers” were doubt- 
less in reply to catechetical questions, 
and gave evidence of an understanding 
remarkable for His years, if not alto- 
gether remarkable. 


Verse 48.—“Son, why . . . behold, thy 
father and I have sought thee sorrow- 
ing.” “Son” is a far more tender word 
than our English suggests. It is more 


like the Scottish “bairn.” It was natural 
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Lesson for July 4 


* 
for Mary to refer to Joseph as “thy 
father.” 

Verse 49.—‘How is it that ye sought 
me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” The thought is that 
they might immediately have known 
where to find Him, without seeking else- 
where, since His interests lay in the 
things of God. Notice the “must,” which 
characterized all the life of Jesus (John 
3:14; 4:4), and the “my Father,” as over 
against Mary’s “thy father.” 

Verse 50.—“And they understood not 
_.-” Had twelve years of normal home 
life dulled their sense of the miraculous 
in their Son? P: 

Verse 51.—“And he.. 
reth, and was subject unto them... 
The high consciousness of the divine 
youth was accompanied by lowly con- 
duct. Mary, however, realized that a 
crisis had come in the life of her Son, 
and in their relation to Him. 

Verse 52—“And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man.” Compare verse 40. Now, 
however, we have the development of 
the responsible youth, and again it is 
threefold—intellectual, physical, and 
spiritual. (Some add social.) “Favour” 
here is the same as “grace” in verse 40. 


. came to Naza- 


” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The incident of our lesson is all the 
more interesting as it is the only break 
in the silence which rests upon 
the earthly life of our Lord between 
His infancy and His entering upon His 
public ministry at the age of thirty. 


,There must be ‘divine reason for the 


silence, and equally there” must be di- 
vine reason for this one glimpse into the 
hidden years. We may not always in- 
quire into God’s reasons, but it is rather 
evident that this incident is introduced 
into the sacred record because it marked 
a crisis in our Lord’s experience. As 
“made under the law,” He became a son 
of the Law at the age of twelve, and 
was recognized as a fully responsible 
person, and “a son of the congregation.” 
Whether the ceremony of “recognition 
was performed in the synagogue at Naz- 
areth or in the Temple in Jerusalem we 
do not know, but this was His first Pass- 
over as an “adult,” in the legal sense. 
The story gives us three glimpses of 
the boy Jesus. First, we see Him in 
lively conversation with the doctors in 
the Temple. These men were profound 
students of the Scriptures, and the guard- 
ians of the faith. It has been too com- 
monly thought that Jesus took over the 
role of teacher of these men, but such 
is not the case. The language of the 
passage does not even hint that. He was 
not setting Himself forth as a boy prod- 
igy. He was “both hearing them, and 
asking them questions,” and there is no 
indication that these were trick ques- 
tions to show up their ignorance! They 


also asked Him questions, as instructors 
would interrogate a catechumen. His 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. (10) June 27.—Judgment Comes to 
SU disnan ds taadddios asihaeneas 2 Kings 17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. July 11—Are We Growing as 
Christians? 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 3:18 








questions and answers alike manifested 
remarkable understanding, but there 
was no show-off about Him. 

The next thing we see in this story is 
Jesus’ lofty consciousness, “Wist ye not 
that I must be about-my Father’s busi- 
ness?” In this question He betrayed a 
twofold realization about Himself: His 
relation to God, and His divine mission. 
“My Father,” He said of God, in answer 
to Mary’s reference to Joseph as “thy 
father.” Then there was that “must” 
which indicates that already He was liv- 
ing in the imperative mode which bore 
Him at last to Calvary (John 3:14, 15). 
I cannot see how a lower view of this 
statement can do justice to the whole 
situation. Just how fully the implica- 
tions of this consciousness were realized 
by Jesus at this time lies in the realm 
of the inknown. 

The third pitture of Jesus is His go- 
ing down to Nazareth with His parents 
and being “subject unto them.” His new 
legal status was not the signal for Him 
to throw off parental control. But still 
more wonderful, His high consciousness 
of a unique relation with God and a 
unique mission in the world did not in- 
terfere with His filial. duty to these 
earthly parents, or prevent a humble, 
respectful attitude toward them. What 
a pattern for Christian youth! 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
“By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Fo whom, particularly, did Luke 
write his Gospel? 

2. Why are the first two chapters of 
Luke’s Gospel of special value? 

3. For what feasts were all Hebrew 
men required to go up to Jerusalem? 

4. What was the special significance 
of the age of twelve in the life of Jesus? 

5. What word is used to describe Jesus 
(1) before the age of twelve, (2) after 
He turned twelve? 

6. How does Luke differentiate be- 
tween Jesus’ growth before He was 
twelve and after He was twelve? 

7. How did Mary and Joseph get away 
from Jerusalem without Jesus? 

8. How can we justify Mary’s refer- 
ence to Joseph as the father of Jesus? 

9. Of what two things did Jesus show 
that He was conscious in His answer to 
Mary? 

10. How did Jesus’ consciousness of 
His divine origin affect His conduct 
toward Mary and Joseph? “ 


Answers on page 526) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1. Lively conversation (Luke 2:46, 47) 
2. Lofty consciousness (vs. 48, 49) 

3. Lowly conduct (vs. 50, 51) 


Topics for Development 


Growth. Verses.40 and 52 of our les- 
son speak of the youthful development 
of Jesus, but at different stages. Verse 
40 refers to His growth up to the age 
of twelve, when the following incident 
occurred. Verse 52 tells of His advance 
after His return from the Passover, from 
the age of twelve and on. 

The word translated “grew” in verse 
40 is one which conveys no sense of 
effort. It is the word used of the growth 
of flowers, and such like. It is a spon- 
taneous, effortless growth.’So Jesus grew, 
as a little child. 

In verse 52 a different word is used. 
“And Jesus increased,” we read, But 
the idea in the word is of one cutting 
his way forward, as a man would cut 
a path for himself through the tall grass. 
Here every step of advagce is deliber- 
ate, with conscious effort. So Jesus de- 
veloped into the full manhood which He 
brought to His ministry. 

In both verses a threefold growth is 
indicated — physical, intellectual, and 
spiritual. Some make out a fourth in 
verse §52—social, but the word “favour” 
is the same as “grace” in verse 40, and 
I prefer to regard it as the manward 
manifestation of the same gface, or 
favor, in which He stood with God, That 
is the best kind of social culture. 

The whole question of the conscious- 
ness of Jesus, and of His development, 
is wrapped in mystery, and is too big 
a subject to handle in the brief space of 
a lesson article. “Great is the mystery 
of godliness” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Child, Son. Three Greek words are 
used to describe our Lord in this les- 
son. The first’is paidion (v. 40), which 
means “a little child.” It is a diminutive, 
and refers to the childhood of Jesus, up 
to the‘ age of twelve. The second is 
pais (v. 43), translated “child” in the 
King qames Version, but “boy” in the 
Authorized Standard Version. This word 
doés not necessarily refer to.a young 
person. The centurion of Capernaum 
used it concerning his servant (Matt. 8:6), 
and it is twice used of our Lord after 
His ascension to Glory (Acts 3:26; 4:27). 
Thus it has in view one of responsible *® 
age and position. It is suitably applied 
to Jesus, then, after He became a “son 
of the law.” The third word is that by 
which Mary addressed Him—teknon (v. 
48), translated “Son.” It is_not son in 
the merely legal sense, but signifies lit- 
erally, “born one.” We have no single 
English equivalent, carrying the same 
sense or the same tenderness. The Scot- 
tish word, “bairn,” is the exact equiva- 
lent. « 


Practical Applications ° 


What Luke wrote for one person has 
become a universal document. Let us 
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never write to an individual what we 
would be ashamed for the world to 
know. 

Jesus passed from being a “little child” 
to being a responsible person at the age 
of twelve. How old are you as a Chris- 
tian? Do you give evidence that you 
have grown up, or are you still a little 
child? Read Hebrews 5: 12-14. 

Some live in the interrogative mode— 
they are one big question mark. Some 
live in the indicative mode—that’s that! 
Some live in the subjunctive mode—in 
the realm of what might be, but is not. 
Some, like Christ, live in the imperative 
mode—moved by a mighty “must.” What 
is the grammar of your life? 

Have you missed Jesus from your 
company? Go back to where you parted 


company with Him, and there you will 


find Him. 


Gdiden Text - 

Luke 2:52.—“And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man.” The flower and the little 
child may groW without effort (v. 10), 
but the man and the Christian develops 
only by discipline and diligent applica- 
tion. For want of this many are still 
“babes.” 

ELMuHopRsT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HYMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Tell Me the Story of Jesus”’ 
“Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy Word and all it tells us of Thy- 
self, of Thy will, and of Thy Son, our 
Lord. As we turn to Thy Book today, 
open our eyes that we may behold won- 
drous things therefh, but also move our 
hearts to be doers ‘of the Word, not 
hearers only. Guide our teachers as they 
instruct us. Forgive our failures to be 
governed by Thy will, though we have 
known it. Cleanse us from all that is 
évil, and let the love of the truth hold 
us and the power of the Gospel release 
us from our sin to do only what pleases 
Thee. Send to all men a great awaken- 
ing as to their sin and need and an un- 
derstanding of the Gospel in its power 
to free them from sin. Use Thy faithful 
servants today that multitudes be turned 
from darkness to light, from sin to sal- 
vation, from selfishness to Thy service. 
Give right motives and divine wisdom to 
the rulers and leaders of men for the 


_ LET'S MAKE HIS BUSINESS OURS! 








“Wist ye not that 
| must be about my 
Father's business?” 


(1. 2: 49) Ax 
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perplexing times in which we live. Res- 
cue the perishing, guard the tempted, 
heal the sick when it is for Thy glory, 
and relieve and comfort all who are 
afflicted. And may Thy Kingdom come 
and Thy will be done on earth as in 
Heaven, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—It was not a boy’s 
thoughtlessness but a young man’s 
thoughtfulness that kept the Lord Jesus 
lingering in the Temple after Mary and 
Joseph had started homeward. He was 
passing from boyhood to manhood. He 
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knew that He was the Son of God sent 


to earth for a high and holy work. Great 
thoughts about His Father and His 
Father’s business held the youthful Sav- 
iour. 

And great thoughts can hold us in our 
youth,.if we are taught in God’s Word. 
I have seen a striking picture of a beau- 
tiful young woman, a book clasped in 
her hands and her eyes lifted heaven- 
ward as though something she had just 
read had opened her eyes and moved 
her to lift her soul to God. The title 
is “The Soul’s Awakening.” Such an 
awakening came one day to a boy '‘lis- 
tening to a sermon, when the preacher 
looked directly at the lad, and said, “You 
belong to God.” Those words so laid 
hold of the boy that he was brought to 
pray: “O God, I belong to Thee. Take 
what is Thine own.” As a man, he be- 
came a prominent preacher, and it all 
went back to the time of his soul’s 
awakening to the fact that he belonged 
to God. 

Our soul’s awakening, however, must 
include one thing not needed by our 
Lord. He had never sinned; but “all 
we like sheep have gone astray.” We 
therefore must see we are sinners need- 
ing Him as our Saviour. We must get 
right with God before we can be ac- 
cepted to do God’s work in the world. 
Our first need is to pray: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
After coming to the Lord Jesus for par- 
don and cleansing, then we can pray: 

Just as I am, young; strong, and free, 

To be the best that I can be - 

For “truth and righteousness and Thee, 

Lord of my life, I come. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
bod 


- Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the child grew, and waxed strong 
..-" (Luke 2:40).—Thank God for this 
one glimpse of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as a youth. It satisfies every devout 
mind as to the real, true, and perfect 
humanity of our Saviour. If there had 
been anything unusual about Him in 
His adolescence, surely Luke—the be- 
loved physician, the inspired penman 
who was used to give us this record— 
would have mentioned it. . 

It has often been said that the silences 
of Scripture are as divine as its utter- 
ances. We turn deaf ears to the gro- 
tesque and often repulsive legends of 
Oriental heretics regarding the boyhood 
of the Lord Jesus. He wrought His first 
miracle in manhood at the marriage in 
Cana (John 2:11). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
SESS, OUR EXAMPLE 


AND 40RD 
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The ordinary development of body and 
mind was observed in Him. “The words 
are simple and natural, with no preten- 
tiousness or knowledge and yet no plea 
of ignorance; no apology of any kind; 
no attempt at explanation or reconcilia- 
tion. We find in them a true, while yet 
a perfect Child; growing mentally, just 
as we have no doubt He grew in body; 
filled with wisdom, no room in Him for 
folly at any time. His heart turned 
constantly to God, and so the favor of 
God rested ever upon Him” (Numerical 
Bible). ~ 

I like the story about the little orphan 
girl in India who had been adopted by 
a missionary. She drank in eagerly the 
story of the Lord Jesus, and had been 
taught to pray. One evening the mis- 
sionary suggested that now she ought to 
pray a little prayer of her own. The 
six-year-old thought the matter over a 
moment, then quietly knelt at the mis- 
Sionary’s knee, folded her hands, closed 
her eyes, and said: “Dear Lord Jesus, 
make me like You were when You were 
six years old, please!” 

“And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem” (Luke 2:42). 
—This was at the Feast of the Passover. 
Stier beautifully says this incident is 
“the solitary floret out of the wonder- 
ful enclosed garden of the thirty years, 
plucked precisely there where the swol- 
len bud at a distinctive crisis bursts 
into flower.” Up to the age of twelve 
a Jewish boy was called “little,” after- 
ward he was called “grown up,” and be- 
came a “Son of the Law” or “Son of the 
Precepts.” “It should be remembered,” 
says Canon Farrar, “that at the age of 
twelve an Eastern boy is far more ma- 
ture than is the case with Northern 
nations, and that at that age a far wider 
liberty was allowed him.” 

“The child Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem...” (Luke 2:43).—It has been 
suggested that here, for the first time, 
the schools of the greater rabbis were 
open to Him, Imagine the questions He 
could ask them about the Passover they 
were observing! 

After three days Joseph and Mary 
found Him in the Temple “sitting in the 
midst of the doctors [or teachers], both 
hearing them, and asking them ques- 
tions.”. How often have the artists pic- 


‘tured the Lord Jesus standing in the 


midst of the teachers, and entitled the 
picture “The Boy Jesus Teaching in the 
Temple”! Our text says He was found 
“sitting in the midst” of the teachers. 
Possibly it was:at their feet, He was 
not teaching them, but hearing them and 
asking them questions. All that heard 
Him were astonished at His understand- 
ing and answers. He acted as a youth 
His age should act in the presence of 
elders, yet there was, that about Him 
and His answers which must have struck 
the observers as being supernatural. 
My own thought on the matter is that 
as those rabbis considered Him.and His 
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words, they must have recalled the 
words of the psalmist, who said: “I have 
more understanding than all my 
teachers: for thy testimonies are my 
meditation. I understand more than the 
ancients, because I keep thy precepts” 
(Psa. 119:99, 100). 

“Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49.)— 
When Mary asked Him why He had 
treated them thus, and assured Him, 
“Thy father and I have sought thee sor- 
rowing,” He asked her, “How is it that 
ye sought me?” They should have 
known where to find Him. 

“The greatest mistake Mary com- 
mitted,” says Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, “was 
the mentioning of Joseph as ‘thy father.’ ' 
In all this her human failure is in evi- 
dence.” It is remarkable that He did 
not accept the phrase “Thy father,” 
which Mary had employed. He imme- 
diately said, “I must be about my 
Father’s business.” He certainly did not 
mean Joseph. 

These are*the first recorded words of 
the Lord Jesus—and what a message 
they convey! “Wist ye not?” or, “Did 
ye not know?” “recalls their fading 
memories of who He was; and the ‘TI 
must’ lays down the law of devotion 
to His Father by which He was to walk 
even to the Cross. ‘My meat is to do 
the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work’” (Canon Farrar). 

There are those who teach that this 
was the moment that Jesus first realized 
that He was God the Son, but how could 
that be when His words to Mary plainly 
imply that she should have known who 
He was, and why He was here? 

He was fully aware of His deity all 
along; and’ He also knew what was com- 
patible with a sinless youth, and acted 
accordingly. And until the time came 
for entering upon His public ministry, 
He “went down with them, and came 
to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them.” He was “born under the law,” 
and came to fulfill it, and did so in every 
detail—increasing in wisdom and Stat- 
ure, and in favor with God and man all 
those silent years. 

He lived and died in His Father's busi- 
ness, finishing it, with His loud, signifi- 
cant cry, “It is finished,” 

Wawona, CALIF. 

Li 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, “How is it that ye sought 
me? wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” These are the 
first recorded words which fell from the 
lips of Jesus. He was only twelve years 
old. He spoke them to His parents, who 
had chided Him for remaining in Jeru- 
salem when they thought He was among 
the home-returning group accompanying 
them. They had retraced their steps 
and “found him in the temple, sitting 
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in the midst of the doctors, both hear- 
ing them, and asking them questions.” 
Wouldn’t it be interesting if we could 
have a tape recording of what He was 
saying to the doctors! The Scripture 
record is, “And all that heard him were 
astonished at his understanding and his 
answers.” What I would like to know is 
just how fully, or if at all, He knew at 
that time that He was the Christ, the 
Son of God, the Messiah of prophecy, 
the promised Saviour of sinners! Some 
believe that He did know. 

Of course it is not necessary for us 
to know this. What we can know, and 
what is more important, is that He had 
reached, aceording to the Jewish Law, 
the age of accountability, when He must 
think for Himself, and recognize that 
there was a divine plan for His life; that 
He had business with and for His 
Heavenly Father; that He must “be 
about” it, now that He had reached the 
age of twelve. This does not one whit 
subtract anything from His deity. It 
is the human side of Jesus that makes 
Him so close to us as the perféct example 
that we may follow. “For even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 

And, fellows, if you are going to get 
any good out of this lesson it will be 
right along this line. God has a plan 
for your life. It is a wise plan; it car- 
ries the specifications, in simple and un- 
derstandable terms, to insure your great- 
est happiness. If you are wise, you will 
have an open mind to His plan and you 
will seek to know it. Your Heavenly 
Father has “business” for you, and the 
sooner you engage with it the longer and 
richer will be your service to Him and 
the greater blessing to the world about 
you, 

“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS quarter we are going to be 

studying the Christian life. Today’s 
lesson is on our’ blessed Lord Himself, 
for He is the source of the Christian’s 
life. It begins for each one when he 
is born into God’s family through faith 
in the Saviour. After that he should 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Christ. 

Every Sunday this quarter we will be- 
gin, by reading responsively the Scrip- 
ture catechism card, “The Christian 
Life.”1 Each of you may put your 
name on one of the cards and keep it 
in your Bible during this quarter. At 


1The Scripture catechism cards, “The 
Christian Life,” are twenty cents a dozen, 





postpaid, .and may be ordered from V. D. 
Gunderson, Box 202, Fermdale, Wash. 
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the end of that time we'll see how many 
of us have memorized all ten verses 
on it. 

This merning I want you to take spe- 
cial notice of the first three questions 
and answers. (1) Question, “How must 
we start the Christian life?” Answer, 
“Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). 
(2) Question, “By what means are we 
born again?” Answer, “By the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever” 
(1 Pet. 1:23). (3) Question, “What 
must we do to be born again?” Answer, 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12). Have you all received 
Christ as your Saviour? If you have 
not, do it today. 

We are going to consider some ways 
in which Christ is our example. He 
does not offer Himself to the unsaved 
as an example. Unsaved people are dead 
in sin and must come to the Saviour for 
life before they can do anything at all 
that is pleasing to God. But after we 
have been born into God’s family, we 
should begin to grow like Him. Most 
of you girls resemble your father or 
mother or someone in your immediate 
family. God desires that we should be- 
come like Him. 

Our lesson today is about Jesus when 
He was twelve years old. I am glad for 
that, because sometimes people say, 
“You’re too young to be so religious!” 
But when Jesus was only twelve years 
old, He was more “religious” than any- 
one else of that age that I have ever 
known. Of course Jesus was the only 
begotten Son of God, and He Himself is 
the founder of Christianity. Read Luke 
2:40. The child Jesus “waxed strong in 
spirit” and was “filled with wisdom.” He 
is the example for Christian children 
and young people, just as truly as He is 
the example for older ones. How do you 
suppose a young person can become 
“strong in spirit” and “filled with wis- 
dom’? (By reading the Bible; by going 
to all the Christian meetings he can.) 
Those are good answers, and we may 
find more during this quarter. Now let 
us go on to the next ten verses, 41-51, 
reading around the class. 

Mary and Joseph evidently traveled 
with other relatives and friends who 
also went up to worship at Jerusalem. 
They went a day’s journey before they 
found out that Jesus was not in the 
group. How long did it take them to 
find Him? (Three days.) Yet they had 
gone only one day’s journey from Jeru- 
salem! If they had gone straight back 
to the Temple where they had left Him, 
it wouldn’t have taken them three days 
to find Him. They must have looked 
in other places first. But they found 
Him where they had left Him, in the 
house of the Lord. They found Him 
listening to the learned men, and ask- 
ing them questions. Listening and ask- 
ing questions is a good way to grow in 
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wisdom. Some young people soon get 
bored if they have to listen long. But 
Jesus had been listening for three days! 
As Son of God, He knew everything 
without listening to older people, yet 
He set us the example of listening to 
and learning from others! 

Verse 51 tells something else about 
Jesus which is an example to us. What 
is it? (He was subject to Joseph and 
Mary.) Right. Christ set the example 
of obedience to parents. Are we follow- 
ing it? It is hard to obey, harder than 
ever these days, because so few young 
people do obey their parents. But God’s 
Word still commands it, and our Sav- 
iour set the example. By His grace we 
can do it. We cannot‘expect God’s bless- 
ing upon us unless we do. If ever any- 
one could have been excused from this 
duty, it would have been the holy child 
Jesus, but it is written here that He 
did obey. 

Finally, verse 52 tells that Jesus in- 
creased in favor with God and man. 
Notice that God comes first. It is more 
important to please God than to please 
anyone else. Jesus was at all times 


. “well-pleasing” to God. But He also 


grew in favor with man. He must have 
taken pains to please other people. How 
can we do that? (Be kind. Be polite. 
Do things for other people.) ‘You have 
given good answers. Are we growing 
in favor with God and man? Do we try 
to think of others, or do we think only 
of ourselves? 

Watch for opportunities to help others 
this week. Let us each be ready next 
Sunday to tell something we have done 
that might help us to grow in favor with 
God and man. This will enable the rest 
of us to see more opportunities in our 
lives, 

This quarter I would like to tell you 
girls a little about seven children who 
were suddenly taken to Heaven more 
than fifty years ago. Six of them were 
the children of American missionaries 
to India, Mr. and Mrs. David Lee, the 
other was a little native girl who was 
with them at the time. The story of 
their lives was written by their mother 
in a book called “Seven Heroic Chil- 
dren,” which is now out of print. All 
of them were born again and growing 
in grace. The oldest girl was seven- 
teen and the youngest one was-five. The 
story of their lives and their triumph 
in the hour of death always thrills me, 
and I think you girls will be interested, 
too. I had a college teacher who stop- 
ped in India to visit their parents on a 
trip around the world. She is now in 
Heaven, so has met the children, too. 
But our time is up, so we cannot go 
further till next-Sunday, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


The flower of youth never appears 
more beautiful than when it bends 
toward the Sun of Righteousness.—Mat- 
thew Henry. 
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Lesson for July 4 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
What Made the Change.—Jesus in- 

creased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man (Luke 2:52, 
Golden Text). The forewoman of a 
large department in a factory tells the 
following: “We hired an eighteen-year- 
old girl who was a good worker, and a 
Christian, but she kept one corner of 
our. department in a turmoil, finding 
fault with the other girls, in their way 
of life. She wasn’t a bit attractive, poor 
girl, nor did she try to be, and the other 
girls resented advice from her. We de- 
cided to let her go, when suddenly 
something happened to change her. She 
asked the other girls’ pardon for being 
so critical, and to me she said: “I never 
learned until recently that to be of 
glory to God, and blessing to others, a 
Christian must be well balanced. I 
thought I was a real good Christian be- 
fore, but we have a new minister at our 
church’ now, and he is giving us such 
good Bible teaching I am learning a 
lot."—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can. 


Her Lost Influence.—His parents went 
.. + every year (Luke 2:41). A young 
fellow came home from Korea a few 
days ago. ,. . Like many others, he had 
some narrow escapes. A few days after 
he was home, his mother said, “Son, why 
don’t you go to church next Sunday? 
Show God that you are thankful for 
being back home.” The boy’s answer 
was short and to the point. “But, 
Mother, you don’t go to church.” The 
mother had nothing to say—but I think 
she has something to do, don’t you? She 
has some time to make up. She has a 
lost influence to redeem.—From “Way of 
Life Journal.” Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


What Kind of Binding?—And when 
he was twelve years old, they went up 
to Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast (Luke 2:42). In one of his ad- 
dresses, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, after 
reminding his hearers of Ruskin’s words: 
“You cannot give your children the Bible 
bound in morocco,” asked, Was Ruskin 
right? I have four boys and three of 
them have been ordained and one is 
going to be, God willing, in about a 
year or two. How did they get tHtir 
Bible? They got it bound ardently and 
beautifully in mother, and they had it 
bound perhaps a little more coarsely in 
dad.”—Source unknown. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Faraday’s Rendezvous.—They found 
him in the temple (Luke 2:46). On one 
occasion, Michael Faraday was lecturing 
before a crowded audience of London 
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scientists on the nature and properties 
of the magnet, and giving some of his 
great discoveries. He concluded with a 
certain triumphant experiment that 
awakened the enthusiasm of the house 
as it had never been stirred before. 
During the applause the Prince of Wales 
rose to propose a motion congratulating 
Faraday. The motion was seconded, 
and when they turned to look for the 
hero of the evening he was not to be 
found. Only a little handful of people 
knew where he was. He was at the 
prayer meeting in a little meetinghouse, 
and he had slipped out as soon as the 
lecture was over to get away from the 


applause and to renew his fellowship - 


with God—From the Expositor. Sent 
_ by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Value of Early Decisions.—And 
when they saw him, they were amazed: 
and his mother said unto him, Son, why 
hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sor- 
rowing (Luke 2:48). We often fail to 
place the proper value on children’s 
conversions and their Christian enthu- 
siasm, but often mere boys and girls 
become giants for God. A student at 
Yale College was expelled for his en- 
thusiastic advocacy of missions. Byt 
David Brainerd became a missionary to 
the Indians, and after his death, his diary 
fell into the hands of William Carey 
and produced through him the greatest 
work in Thdia the world has ever known. 
A country minister in Scotland prayed 
earnestly one day that someone would 
accept Christ during the service. Some- 
one did—but it was a mere boy; that 
boy was Robert Moffatt, pioneer to 
South Africa. A young student hearing 
him lecture while he was home on fur- 
lough vowed to go to Africa., He was 
David Livingstone. Another student 
read his life story and gave his life as 
a missionary; Mackay went to Uganda. 
And so we go on, but many of us, like 
Mary and Joseph, do not understand the 
depth of a child’s spiritual life—From 
Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. Herman 
L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. Prize 
illustration. 


The Only One Who Cared for His Soul. 
—Wist ye, not that I must be about my 
Father’s business? (Luke 2:49.) A pas- 
tor in Washington, D. C., relates the 
story of an elderly man who left his 
farm to visit his famous son, a popular 
Serlator, while Congress was in session. 
The old man, a zealous Christian, was 
introduced to the Ambassador of Bel- 
gium one evening. Hardly had they 
exchanged greetings before the Senator’s 
father asked earnestly, “Sir, are you a 
Christian?” But the answer never came, 
for the Senator, much embarrassed, in- 
terrupted, and hurried his father away. 
Not long afterward the old man took a 
cold, which turned to pneumonia, and 
he was soon with the Lord. Among the 
flowers were roses from the Ambassa- 
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dor of Belgium, A note attached, brought 
tears to the eyes of the Senator, “He’s 
the only man in America who asked me 
if I was a Christian.”—From Power. Sent 
by Glenn A. Yergin, Fort Pierce, Fla. 


Washington’s Early Training—And he 
went down with them, and came to Naz- 
areth, and was subject unto them (Luke 
2:51). James T. White has said that 
perhaps the most effective illustration 
of obedience is the reply that the mother 
of General Washington made at the ban- 
quet given to the allied officers after 
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. A 
distinguished French officer asked her 
how she managed to rear such a splen- 
did son. She replied, “I taught him to 
obey.”—From the Sunday School World. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
How Jesus Grew (Luke 2:40-52) 


WONDER how you would feel if you 

had never had a chance to come to 
church until you were twelve years old. 
I'm sure it was more thrilling for the 
young Jesus when He left His home with 
His parents and other folks from His 
town for the big Temple eighty miles 
away. * 

What kind of boy was He at twelve? 
He had grown tall. He was a strong 
boy. He was smart, as you would say, 
or bright, as your teacher would say. 
He was a kind, good boy, whom every- 
one liked. See if you can find those 
thoughts in Luke 2:40 (Memory Verse). 
Now see how smart you are in learning 
that verse by memory. Could one write 
that about you? Are you growing taller? 
getting stronger to do things? doing bet- 
ter in school? becoming more kind and 
honest so people know God is with you? 

The Bible does not tell a thing about 
Jesus’ thrill as He saw the marble and 
gold Temple, the robed priests, and 
heard the Levite choir. But it does 
show that He had a realization of being 
God’g Son, and that God had work for 
Him to do. 

Do you know what Mary and Joseph 
did? Let’s read what the Bible tells 
about Him that day at twelve years of 
age (vs. 46, 47). Do you try to under- 
stand your Sunday school lesson, as He 
did, listening, asking questions? Or are 
your thoughts out of the window, whis- 
pering to the next one, playing with 
something? Read verse 48. Where do 
you suppose Mary and Joseph had been 
looking for Him? And the Temple was 
the last place! He was surprised that 
they didn’t know that was just where 
He would be. (Read v. 49.) Mother and 
Joseph said, “Come,” and though He 
probably longed to stay there in His 
Father’s house, He went with them. As 
we read verses 50 and 51, see if He dic 
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any “talking back” about it. He was 
“subject unto them.” Can that be said 
about you and your mother and dad? 

Now with a new experience of God 
in His heart, and new obedience to His 
parents, we read that He kept on grow- 
ing (v. 52). 

Do you remember what happened to 
Jeroboam because he would not obey 
God? to Ahab and Jezebel? to all the 
people of Israel? Disobedience brings 
punishment, hard punishment! And it 
is just as true today. The Lord Jesus 
obeyed His parents as a boy. ‘God had 
exactly the same rule for Him as for 
you: “Honour thy father and thy 
mother” (Exod. 20:12). As a man, He 
obeyed His Heavenly Father. “Though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered” (Heb. 
5:8). .He learned obedience then in the 
hard things—Gethsemane, Calvary. Do 
men have to obey in the army? Some 
fellows say it is not hard because they 
learn to obey at home. Others never 
learn to obey, and spend their time in 
the guardhouse and in prison. 

This quarter we are going to watch 
ourselves. Let’s begin here. (Show a 
badge with a contrasting O glued to it.) 
What do you suppose that O stands for? 
Yes, obey or obedience. How many will 

‘try to grow in obedience this week? 
Would you like a badge to wear as a 
reminder? (Felt from old hats, “heavy 
ribbon of appropriate width, plastic, old 
window shades, or other fabrics which 
do not ravel may be used. An inch and 
a half is long enough. A small safety 
pin may be attached to the back with 
sticky tape.) Are we to wear our badges 
after we disobey? (The class might 
agree on their honor to remove the 
badge for the rest of the day. Or it 
might be restored if apology and resti- 
tution have been made.) Pray for the 
grace of God upon you as you try to 
follow God’s Son. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SN’T it exciting to go away on trips? 

There is the fun of deciding which 
clothes you will take, whether or not 
you will take your swimming suit, and 
‘sometimes the fun of helping to pack 
the lunch. Trips are certainly exciting. 
‘ Long, long ago when the Lord Jesus 
was a boy, He went on trips, too. But 
it was even more exciting then! There 
were no cars, then, you remember—not 
a sound of honking horns, never a 
screeching brake, no smooth highways. 
No, there were none of these things when 
the Lord Jesus lived. But there were 
other things—nice, friendly horses, don- 
keys that made loud braying noises and 
moved when they wanted to, and crowds 
of grown people walking slowly, and 
boys and girls (hundreds-of them, prob- 
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ably!) who ran and walked and laughed 
and shouted. And always there was dust 
—clouds of it—raised by all the throngs 
of people. 

To go as far as sixty miles in a car 
might take as much as two hours. But 
to go that same distance when the Lord 
Jesus lived may have taken three days, 
or even longer. And then there were 
no motels or cabins. People probably slept 
right out in the open, or maybe they 
pitched tents. And because there were 
no hamburger stands or restaurants, they 
took their food with them when they 
traveled. Oh, I tell you, taking a trip 
when the Lord Jesus was a boy was 
wonderfully exciting! 

It was during the beautiful springtime 
that the Lord Jesus’ went with His 
mother Mary, and Joseph, on the long 
trip from Nazareth to Jerusalem. It was 
the time of the Passover, and many 
thousands of people went to Jerusalem 
for that special occasion. He had been 
counting the days—twenty-one, seven- 
teen, twelve, seven more days, three 
more, two more, tomorrow! And then 
the day had come. If He had ever gone 
before to the City of Jerusalem, it was 
doubtless kept pretty much of a secret. 
You remember that the wicked King 
Herod had wanted to kill Him when He 
was a little boy. And the next king 
was probably just as cruel. 

What fun it was to be with the other 
children, to play games as they walked 
and ran and hiked. How good the meals 
tasted under the leafy trees! What fun 
it was to watch the stars twinkle as the 
travelers curled up to go to sleep at 
night. 

Then how exciting it was to see the 
city in the distance! And it was even 
more thrilling to be inside the city and 
see all the interesting things that were 
there. For the Lord JesuS, apparently, 
the most interesting place was the Tem- 
ple. He enjoyed the other things, too, 
but to hear the teachers there, and to 
ask, them questions was the thing He 
enjoyed most, 

Then it was time to start the long, 
happy trip home. What pushing and 
shoving and calling of good-bys! What 
good times were yet ahead of them! 
Then, when it was time to settle down 
for the night, after the first day’s travel- 
ing, Mary made a horriblé discovery. 
The Lord Jesus was not with them! She 
had supposed He was there (Luke 2:44). 
But He wasn’t! They checked with their 
relatives and their friends. But the Lord 
Jesus was not with them (v. 44). 

Back to the city His parents hurried. 
And for three whole days they searched 
for Him, up one road and down another 
throughout the big city of Jerusalem. 
And then they found Him! Where?. In 
the Temple. There He ‘was with the 


teachers listening to them and asking 
them questions. And the people who were 
listening to the twelve-year-old Lord 
Jesus were amazed at His understand- 
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ing, and the answers that He knew. 
They, of course, did not know that He 
was the Son of God. 

But even though He was God’s Son, 
He also obeyed His earthly parents. And 
while He would much rather have 
stayed in the Temple, He did as they 
commanded and returned with them to 
His home. Later He told others that 
they, too, should obey their parents 
(Matt. 15:4; 19:19). 

The Bible tells us something very pre- 
cious about the Lord Jesus at this same 
time. It says that He grew in wisdom 
(He probably studied His lessons well); 
He grew in size (doubtless He ate the 
things that He should); and He grew 
to please God and man (that was be- 
cause He loved God with all His heart). 

* Are you growing these same ways? 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 521) 

1. Theophilus (1:3). 

2. Because their contents are given us 
nowhere else. 

3. The Passover, the Firstfruits, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Exod. 23: 14-17). 

4. He became a “son of the law.” Com- 
pare Galatians 4:4. 

5. (1) paidion, “a little child”; (2) 
pais, “boy, or servant, of responsible 
age.” 

6. Before twelve it is described as ef- 
fortless growth (v. 40); after twelve it 
is described as purposeful, disciplined 
growth (v. 52). 

7. By taking for granted that He was 
in the company (v. 44). 

8. He was the child’s legal guardian, 
and would naturally be referred to as 
“father.” 

9. His divine origin, and His divine 
mission. 

10. It made no difference to His lov- 
ing respect and submission (v. 51). 

ExLmuurstT, ILL. 

w 


Children at Home 


The Writing on the Wall 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


ARRUKH SHAH opened his eyes and 

looked around him. It was not quite 
clear in his mind just where he was. 
Certainly this bed, with its nice clean 
bedding was not his own bed at his home 
in the Himalayan hills. 

“Rahim!” he called. 

“I am here, Father,” answered Rahim. 
“Are you feeling better?” 

“I am better, by Allah’s mercy,” Far- 
rukh Shah replied, “but my head feels 
twice its size, and it hurts my brain to 























Lesson for July 4 


think. Tell me again, my son, where 
are we, and how did we come here?” 

“Don’t you remember?” asked Rahim. 
“We started down the mountainside with 
the carpets and wool, to sell them in 
the market of Lahore. All went well 
until we reached the city of the plains 
where we got_on the motor truck that 
would take us to Lahore.” 

“Yes, yes, now I remember. Such a 
noisy, Shaky old truck that was! I told 
the driver it would never reach Lahore.” 

“You were right. Before we reached 
this city something broke, the truck hit 
a tree, and we were thrown out, and 
you were badly hurt. Only my arm was 
broken, praise Allah! But you—for days 
you lay with eyes closed, and made no 
move.” 

“Yet I live. But tell me, what is this 
place? How did we get here?” 

“This is a hospital. The doctor drove 
out to the truck and brought us here, 
with others who were hurt. See, here 
comes the doctor now.” 

The doctor smiled at Farrukh Shah. 
“Feeling better, aren’t you?” he asked. 
“You had a close shave, my friend. I 
was afraid you were on your way to 
meet your Maker.” 

“It is kismet—fate,” said Farrukh 
Shah. “When Allah wills death for a 
man, the man dies.” 

“But I think God wants us to try to 
preserve the gift of life He has given,” 
said the doctor. “That is what we try 
to do in this hospital. Were you ready 
to meet your Maker, my friend? That 
is something worth thinking about.” 

Farrukh Shah had plenty of time to 
think in the hospital. He could not 
understand the people here. They were 
not Mohammedans, certainly, as he and 
Rahim were, yet they treated him and 
his son as if they were their own peo- 
ple. There was much talk, too, about 
a loving Heavenly Father. “God is love,” 
they said. Farrukh Shah, like every good 
Mohammedan, knew there are ninety- 
nine names for God, but love—that was 
a new one. 

“My son,” said Farrukh Shah one day, 
“you can read. What does that writing 
on the wall say?” 

Rahim looked at the writing on the 
painted: walls. “The letters are large,” 
he said “yes, I can read them.” 

“Read, then.” 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” read Rahim. 

“Who says that?” asked Rahim’s father. 

*T don’t know. But look, Father; can 
you see this other wall? There is writ- 
ing there, too.” 

“Read it.” 

“For God so loved the world,” read 
Rahim, “that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” 

“Stop!” shouted Farrukh Shah, “God 
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cannot have a son! Who says such a 
thing?” 

“I think it is something these people, 
these 'Christians, believe,” said Rahim. 

“They are unbelievers, all of them! 
There is no god but Allah, and Moham- 
med is the prophet of Allah!” Farrukh 
Shah tried to raise himself as he spoke, 
but sank back on the bed. “Ai! my 
strength is gone,” he sighed. “That other 
writing—‘Come unto me, and I will,give 
you rest’—I wonder who said that.” 

“Perhaps,” suggested Rahim, “we can 
ask that man who comes around—the 
one with the Book—who talks about 
‘Jesus.’ Maybe he will know.” 

The “man with the Book” did know. 
He was the Christian evangelist, who 
read to the sick people, and talked with 
those who cared to listen, about our 
Lord Jesus, the world’s Saviour. He 
gladly told Rahim and his father about 
the Great Physician who went about do- 
ing good, who gave his life for us, that 
our sins might be forgiven, that we might 
be prepared to meet a holy God who 
cannot look on sin. 

“All of us have sinned,” said the 
evangelist, “and need to be forgiven.” 

“Those who pray (as we Mohamme- 
dans do) five times.a day, who keep the 
fast, who give alms, who witness for 
Allah by repeating the creed, who make 
the pilgrimage to Mecca—those who do 
these things (as we Mohammedans do) 
will be saved.” 

“And, my friend, have you been faith- 
ful in all these duties?” 

Farrukh Shah shook his head. “Alas,” 
he said, “I have failed often. But Allah 
is merciful. How could I say my prayers, 
helpless as I am in this bed? I can 
neither attend to the proper washing 
which is a necessary preparation for 
prayer, nor can I take the proper pos- 
ture. You know we Mohammedans must 
always face our sacred city, Mecca, when 
we pray. As for that, who in this strange 
place can tell where Mecca is?” 

“We Christians can pray at any time, 
no matter where we are. All God looks 
at is the heart. He can see even the 
Sin we try to hide from others. The 
load is heavy for us to bear. But Jesus, 
who died for sinners, says, ‘Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’” 

“It is He, fhen, who says that? Lis- 
ten, Rahim, it is the one they call Jesus 
who said that.” 

Day by day Rahim and his father lis- 
tened as the man with the Book read 
and told them about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Finally the day came when they 
could leave the hospital. As they left, 
the doctor handed Farrukh Shah a box 
containing small papers. 

“In each paper there is medicine that 
will help you fest,” he said. “Before you 
go to bed take the medicine in one paper. 
And to you, Rahim, I am giving some- 
thing better than medicine. Read this 
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little Book, and you will learn of Him 
who can give rest to your souls.” 

Farrukh Shah noticed that on each 
medicine paper something was written, 
“What does this say?” he asked Rahim, 
as he opened the first paper. 


Rahim read: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden; and 
I will give you rest.” 

“The same words. They are good,” 
said his father, “but I do not yet under- 
stand. How can we come to that One 
who promises rest?” 

After Farrukh Shah had grown strong 
at home, and Rahim had read him much 
of the little Book, Rahim said, “Father, 
I think I know how we can come to 
Jesus.” 

“Tell me, my son.” 

“Well, you know the doctor said, ‘This 
medicine will give you rest.’” 

“Yes. It was true. How I slept! 
with the rest came strength.” 

“But first you believed the doctor, and 
took the medicine. Then, when Jesus 
says, ‘Come,’ doesn’t He mean for us 
just to believe that He will keep His 
promise, that He will take away the bur-, 
den of sin, .and give us rest?” 

“Perhaps that is it, my son,” said Far- 
rukh Shah. “Just to believe He will do 
what He promises.” 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
we 


And 


The Dohnavur Fellowship 
By John E. Risk 


N A recent number of THe Sunpay 

Scnoot Trmes (Feb. 6, 1954) appeared 
a review of “Amy Carmichael of Dohn- 
‘avur,” and after reading it we felt that 
friends would like to know that, God 
willing, our treasurer, Mr. Philip C. 
England, is hoping to visit the United 
States and Canada early in 1955. No 
itinerary has yet been arranged, and as 
the visit will be for only two or three 
months an extensive program will not 
be possible; but Mr. England is hoping 
to meet friends of the work in a num- 
ber of centers to give them firsthand 
news. In several cities in the United 
States and Canada there are those who 
kindly act as our secretaries, or who 
handle the Dohnavur literature. We shall 
be glad to put anyone who will write 
to us in touch with the nearest secre- 
tary. Our address is the Dohnavur Fel- 
lowship, Dohnavur, Tirunelveli District, 
South India; and Mr. England’s address 
after June 1, 1954, will be 4 Alan Road, 
Wimbledon, London S.W. 19, which is 
our headquarters outside India- 

God is still setting free little children 
who are in danger of moral and spiritual 
ruin, arid committing them to our care. 
But only the continuance of such prayer 
as is used to their first deliverance will 
bring them to the second birth and to a 
steady growth in the knowledge and love 
of God. There are many opportunities 
for making known the Gospel in India; 
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but even if missionaries from abroad 
were forced to withdraw and the usual 
methods of evangelism became impos- 
sible, the lives of Indian men and women 
and children who serve the Lord Christ 
would be His witnesses as the Chinese 
Christians are today. 

We therefore need the prayers of God’s 
people that we may redeem the time 
(whether it be short or long) before 
our Lord’s return, or perhaps before the 
rulers of this world are permitted to 
change the pattern of life as we have 
known it hitherto. In either case there 
is urgency, and in either case to God 
belongs might, majesty, dominion, and 
power. To Him also be the glory. 


we 
The Invisible Spirit World 


(Continued from page 518) 


sent, then the Lord of Glory enters, 
laden with the joys and blessings of life 
eternal. 

But why should any sane person seek 
out a demon-controlled medium to com- 
municate with loved ones? We should 
not wish our departed loved ones back. 
If they, in this life, were believers, 
think of where they are at this moment. 
They are in the presence of their Sav- 
iour, gazing upon His sweet and lovely 
face. They are intensely happy, they 
are the gainers. They do not want to 
come back, they are waiting for us to 
join their happy throng, and it will 
not be very long before we shall be 
with them enjoying the ecstasies of that 
place to which ransomed spirits go. 
Those who die impenitent and out of 
Christ cannot return, even if they wish? 
to. Luke 16 assures us of this. There 
is a great gulf fixed and its yawning 
chasm no one can ever cross, there is 
no bridge to span that terrible gulf. 
Therefore any message purported to 
come from departed loved ones or 
friends through the offices of a medium 
iv a counterfeit, and any materialization 
of the dead is a cruel impersonation by 
demon agents. 

Furthermore, God forbids our inter- 
course with any of the roaming rebels 
of the invisible world who impersonate 
our loved ones. It appears, from their 
longing to enter and abide in human 
bodies, that before their fallen state they 
once possessed bodies. In the days of 
our Lord, when deprfved of indwelling 
human victims, demons craved a habi- 
tation rather than to be disembodied. In 
one instance, swine, though filthy crea- 
tures themselves, would not allow de- 
mons to inhabit their flesh, but chose 
to commit suicide in the sea, 

For those who may doubt that demons 
really exist, a careful study of the life 
of our Lord should convince any horfest 
doubter of the awful reality of these 
wicked spirits. Demons are not always 
found in dens of iniquity and squalid 
vice, but were in our Lord’s day found 
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even in the synagogue, the professed 
house of God. These unclean spirits 
cried out in terror in His presence, or 
“screamed out,” as Weymouth gives it 
(Mark 3:11). They fell at His feet con- 
fessing His absolute deity. They had 
to flee before our Lord as He drove 
them before Him. At times they were 
compelled to keep quiet in His presence 
(Mark 3:12). Demons in the sea stirred 
up its mighty elements in an effort to 
drown the lowly Nazarene when they 
thought that He was in their cruel grasp. 
They did not want Him to enter their 
stronghold in Gadara, where abode one 
of their victims (Mark 5:1-18). Christ 
Jesus holds the destiny of demons, of 
angels, and of men in His hands. They 
must obey that name at which they 
cringe with fear and trembling. These 
rebels of the universe, these ‘invisible 
communists, these roaming, destroying 
agents tremble at the mention of the 
precious name of Jesus, 

Demons get stirred up when the true 
Gospel is preached in the power of the 
Spirit today. These willing slaves and 
vassals of Satan know that for them 
trouble is brewing. This was the order 
of the day when the disciples of the 
early church went forth in the power 
of the Spirit. This may be our experi- 
ence today, for demons must depart 
when Christ’s name is preached, 


(To be continued) 
ve 


Understanding Hebrews 6:4-6 


(Continued from second page) 


have become “partakers of the divine, 


nature.” This word “partakers” in the 
Greek is related to'a word which we find 
in 1 John, the first chapter. It is the key 
word in the chapter, “fellowship.” This 
always implies spiritual fellowship. 
However, here in the Hebrews passage 
the word is a different one. It is the 
word that we find in 1 Corinthians 10:21, 
where Paul states that we “cannot be 
partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the 
table of devils,” that is, of demons. In 
actual practice it often happens that an 
unsaved person does partake of the 
Lord’s table, and in Paul’s day some of 
the Christians were partaking of the 
table of demons, that is, they were par- 
ticipating in idol feasts in honor of idols 
which were representations of demons. 
However, in neither case is theres true 
communion or fellowship. The unsaved 
person cannot enjoy true communion or 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ 
even though he may partake physically 
of the Lord’s table. Likewise the Chris- 
tian cannot be in fellowship or com- 
munion with demons, even though he 
might mistakenly participate in the idol 
feast as one who sat at table. We see 
then that, in Hebrews 6:4, this phrase, 
“partakers of the Holy Spirit,” does not 
necessarily indicate that the one who 
thus participated was saved. The phrase 
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may be easily understood in the light of 
John 16:8-11. Here we read that the 
Holy Spirit convinces, or convicts, the 
world, that is, the unsaved people, of 
sin, righteousness, and judgment, thus 
preparing them to accept Christ as Sav- 
iour. However, those who are thus con- 
victed do not necessarily aécept Christ. 
It seems clear, thus, that the people in- 
dicated in Hebrews 6: 4-6 were those who 
had been convicted by the Holy Spirit 
but had rejected this conviction. 

The statement at the beginning of 
verse 6 that it is impossible for these 
people to be renewed again to repent- 
ance, represents a very serious reality. 
It is not for us Christians to decide who 
has reached this stage of hardening from 
which he is unable to be renewed to 
repentance. However, wé can warn our 
unsaved friends of this possibility that 
if they reject the Gospel, after having 
been enlightened, and having read the 
Word of God and been convicted by the 
Holy Spirit, there is a real danger that 
they may reach the point where they 
are unable to accept Christ as Saviour. 
We can never say when this point is 
reached, but it is a very real possibility, 
according to this passage. 

The similar passage in Hebrews 10: 
26-30 likewise refers to unsaved people 
who have had the opportunity to hear 
the Gospel and be saved, but have re- 
jected this opportunity. The one part 
of verse 29 which seems to be difficult 
is this, “He . . . hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was sanc- 
tified, an unholy thing.” The question 
is, Can it be said of an unsaved person 
that he has been sanctified? The answer 
is, Yes, the unsaved person may be 
spoken of as being sanctified. We find 
an example of this in 1 Corinthians 7: 14, 
where we read, “The unbelieving hus- 
band is sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 
husband.” This does not mean that the 
unbelieving husband or the unbelieving 
wife is saved. It simply means that they 
are placed in a position of privilege, 
where they can not only hear the Gos- 
pel, but can also see day by day the 
Christian life of the believing husband 
or wife. This shows us the true mean- 
ing of the word “sanctify,” which means 
“put in a special position,” or “set apart.” 
Thus the vessels of the Tabernacle and 
of the Temple were sanctified, although 
they had no inherently holy qualities. 
They were simply set aside and conse- 
crated to the Lord’s use. Likewise the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by his 
believing wife in the sense that he is 
placed in a position of special privilege, 
where he can hear the Gospel and see 
the working of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of his believing companion. In the 
same sense, it is said, in 1 Corinthians 
7:14, that the children of a believing 
parent are “holy” (“holy” and “sanctify” 
are from the same root, in the original 
Greek). 

For some of the other warnings in the 
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Book of Hebrews, addressed to unsaved 
professing Christians, see Hebrews 2:3; 
4:1; 12:25, 26. 

If any readers find themselves in this 
perilous position of unsaved professing 
Christians, may they heed the solemn, 
inspired warnings of these passages, and 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour! 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 4 


3. Freedom in Christian Citizenship 
(2 Cor. 3:17; 4:11) 

, Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS third and final topic in the series 
“Faith of the Free” comes appro- 
priately on Independence Day: In the 
two topics that have preceded this one, 
we have seen that the freedom we have 
in America to worship God according 
to the dictates of our own consciences 
was won for us at bitter cost. Our fore- 
fathers left their homes and, sometimes, 
loved ones in the old world, to pioneer in 
a new world in which they set up a gov- 
ernment that recognized God as the Cre- 
ator and all men as equal, and established 
schools and colleges where the prin- 
ciples of liberty might be taught and 
perpetuated. We saw also that freedom 
to worship God does not mean freedom 
not to worship, that there is no room 
here for those who, under a pretense of 
minority rights, would remove the Bible 
from use in public affairs and seek to 
have any acknowledgment of God di- 
vorced from government, 
ve 
We saw also that followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ may enjoy a Christian lib- 
erty in personal living, a liberty that 
frees from the bondage of sin, and evil 
habits, and the like. But we saw also that 
this liberty does not free us to do just 
as we please or to satisfy our own self- 
ish desires and ambitions. It is a liberty 
that freely and gladly acknowledges the 
Lordship of Christ and looks to Him 
for direction in living among other 
Christians and our fellow men in general 
in a way that will please Him and honor 
Him, 
se 
This week’s topic reminds us that, like- 
wise, as Christians, we are to conduct our- 
selves in all activities of citizenship in 
a way that is consistent with our Christian 
faith and in a manner that will honor 
the Lord we serve. If our Christian 
conduct does not extend into every de- 
partment of our lives then there is some- 
thing sadly lacking in it. Few of us 


will have opportunity to do any out- 
standing.deeds of service for our coun- 
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try, but there are areas in which every 
one of us can be good and consistent 
Christian citizens. 

A Boy Scout leader, in examining 
young Scouts concerning the oath that 
they take, on their honor “to do my duty 
to God and my country,” used to ask 
candidates just what they understood as 
their duty to their country. Invariably 
their answers showed that they thought 
of such duty as military service, or be- 
ing a great hero in some emergency, 
and the like, duties that were often 
rather remote from young Scouts. But 
when the question was asked as to 
whether or not their particular neigh- 
borhood or town was part of their coun- 
try, and if obeying the laws of their 
town or state regarding trespassing, or 
the destruction of private property, or 
stealing, or of observing traffic laws 
were all part of their duty to their coun- 
try, they often began to get a new idea 
of citizenship and their “duty.” 

Just so, if, as Christians, we can see 
and understand that observance of the 
laws in the areas in which we move, 
and consideration of the rights of others 
in our neighborhood, on public vehicles 
that we ride, and the like, and taking a 
definite stand for righteous government 
to the best of our knowledge and-ability 
where we have the right to vote, are all 
an important part of our exercise of 


‘ Christian citizenship, then we are on the 


way to consistent Christian living. All 
too often there is a disposition, some- 
times even among Christians, to side- 
step or disobey the law when we think 
no one is looking, or when we feel sure 
we will not be taken to task for doing 
so. True Christian citizenship demands 
that we do what is right at all times 
whether under observation or not. 
“Stop” signs are in force, whether other 
vehicles are approaching or not. Office 
rules are in effect whether the boss is 
looking or not. 

Let us thank God that, under our form 
of government, the state is recognized 
as responsible to the people. Let us 
guard that right zealously and resist any 
effort to elevate the state as sovereign 
to the men and women that compose it. 
The teachings of God’s Word recognize 
the right of the individual and that 
government is ordained by God to 
execute justice and to punish evil- 
doers. Therefore, as Christians, we 
should honor and support and pray for 


such government and for those in places. 


of authority. Whenever any govern- 
ment sets itself up as supreme and un- 
answerable to the people it governs, that 
government violates the principles set 
down in God’s Word. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
bd 


Only love can be a reward of love. 
. . . As God gave to us nothing short 
of Himself, He expects us to give to Him 
nothing less than ourselves.—W. Gra- 
ham Scroggie. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Mythical Book of the Southern 
Baptist Seminary. By R. B. Waugh. (May 
be had from the author, 3409 Del Park 
Terrace, Louisville 11; $1.50.) “The Myth- 
ical Book of the Southern Baptist Semi- 
nary” is, according to its author, what 
various professors in that seminary have 
made of the Bible. They, or at least 
Professor Moody, have studied with Prof. 
Emil Brunner, absorbed his irrational 
rationalisms, and have transplanted them 
to the great Louisville Seminary. Mr. 
Waugh gives chapter and verse, page 
after page of blasphemy and tricky rea- 
soning in Brunner’s books which, he 
insists, have become the norm of teach- 
ing in this seminary. 

If the Southern Baptists do not rise 
up and house clean their major semi- 
nary, it may go the way of other semi- 
naries to uselessness and spiritual death. 
So did Rauschenbusch and Cross betray 
Rochester Seminary; Foster and Mat- 
thews, Chicago; Briggs, McGiffert, and 
Fosdick, Union; Fitch and his predeces- 
sors, Andover; and many more in like 
fashion. A couple of theological smarties 
revived an old idea from the days of 
Deism, insisted on their academic free- 
dom to teach their unbelief, and at the 
same time to hold down their salaried 
chairs. Trustees were cowed, professors 
sat tight, and another piece of theolog- 
ical thievery was accomplished, 

Southern Baptist Seminary has had a 
great history. Dr. Broadus, Dr. A. T. 
Robertson, and many others were great 
scholars and great believing Christians. 
The seminary has had a greatly useful 
Christian history. Now it is imperilled 
by the epigoni who have followed them. 

Mr. Waugh, who has made this indict- 
ment, has done his work well. He has 
produced the evidence. Those hit will 
bluster and denounce and minimize his 
testimony. Yet he knows whereof he 
speaks. He was on the ground for a 
year studying there. He took notes from 
professorial lips. He is of the “Here I 
stand; I can do no other” tradition. They 
expelled him from the seminary because 
they feared him. Christians in the South 
should read his book and get behind 
him. If Southern Baptist Seminary fol- 
lows Union and Chicago Seminaries, the 
decrepit Unitarians of Beacon Hill, Bos- 
ton, will rub their shrivelled hands-in 
sheer glee. 

Noel Smith puts it this way: “I know 
of nothing more profoundly disappoint- 
ing than this; whenever theological sem- 
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inaries acquire the facilities and endow- 
ment to enable them to do the greatest 
work in their history, they turn from 
the certainties of the Christian faith to 
the cheap, vague philosophies of men. 
Today, of all days, the Louisville Semi- 
nary should be a great and glowing light 
for revealed religion. Its president 
should be one of the most influential men 
in the evangelical world. His influence 
should be on the side of Christianity as 
a revelation from God, on the side of 
the Bible as an infallible record. 

“But what is the truth? They have 
become a crowd of theological babblers. 
They expend most of their energies in 
an effort to explain their babbling. 

“In the most critical hour since the 
Reformation, Dr. McCall and his faculty 
have missed the boat. For many reasons 
I am saddened.” 


‘ 


The Prince and Princess in Happiness 
Valley. By Ken Anderson. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.) 
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tracts 


ond lead them to Christ. 
SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 
E BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 








ROADMAP Holder makes motoring a 


e Fits all’cars. Pulls down for instant 
* reading, pivots for reading reverse 
side. Out of sight when not in use. Simple to install. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. $3.95 postpaid. 
Paramount Book and Sapply Center 
Dept. S$ 303 Race Street, Cambridge, Md. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
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through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
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It all began when Prince Norman and 
Princess Margaret journeyed with their 
father, the king, to Happiness Valley. 
Here the two children were taking a 
walk when they saw behind a bush a 
boy and a girl crying and praying. Soon 
they learned that the little strangers, 
Mark and Veneta, were orphans and in 
great trouble. Their new landlord, 
Tarno, was about to put them out of 
their tiny home. Whereupon, Prince 
Norman comes up, with a splendid plan, 
which involves a change of clothes for 
all four. He sends Mark and Veneta to 
the king with a cryptic message that will 
insure their safety as they go to the 
peasants’ cottage. Here Tarno comes, 
demanding the rent money, which the 
widow does not have. But the Prince 
and Princess promise to work it out, and 
are kept busy cutting tall, heavy weeds. 
Poor food and scoldings were hard to 
bear—but wasn’t the king coming soon? 
And come he did, with judgment for 
the miserable Tarno and rewards for all 
four happy children. 

A charming story with a hidden mes- 
sage. 


The Church We Love. By Wilbur 
La’ Roe, Jr. (Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $1.25.) The author is 
a Christian layman of many years’ 
experience in the work of the church. 
This book, well written, is an appeal to 
us all to “pour ourselves out ... in 
such a way as to prove to the world our 
love for Jesus Christ and His church.” 
The appeal is made by indicating what 
the church’s accomplishments, values, 
satisfactions, and possibilities are, and, 
therefore, why appreciative laymen love 
it. “We love the church for its minis- 
ters ... for its laymen’. . . because it 
keeps our eyes turned toward life’s 
brightest goal . . . because it safeguards 
the best . . . for its tender ministry when 
trouble comes .. . for its service to 
humanity and to Christ through Chris- 
tian missions , . . because it builds homes 
... for its music . . . for its Saviour 

..” These and other points are treated, 
chapter by chapter, with earnest en- 
thusiasm and enlightening comment. It 
is obvious that Mr. La Roe loves his 
church and sees every reason why others 
should love it, too. Unfortunately, the 
author’s numerous quotations come from 
a “mixed multitude.” Good thoughts are 
included from men who cannot be 
wholly approved because of their known 
Liberal theology. The book is weak- 
ened further in that the fact of Christ’s 
return is not taken into consideration. 
Otherwise, much in these pages can be 
recommended. There is refreshment and 
challenge in them for ministers and lay- 
men alike. 


The Pastor and His Library. By Elgin 
S. Moyer, Th.D., Ph.D. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $2.50.) “God is not the 
author of confusion.” “Let all things 
be done decently and in order.” Even 
the march of Israel through the wilder- 
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ness was after a carefully ordered plan 
about the Tabernacle. These are some 
of the thoughts that run through one’s 
mind as he reads the excellent advice 
of the librarian of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute as to the care of a minister’s 
library. He has introduced into the 
newly revised curriculum of the Institute 
a course on classifying and cataloging 
books and clippings to the best advan- 
tage. He explains in detail the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, first developed in 
1873. -Also much excellent advice is 
given with regard to the buying, care, 
and repair of books. A select list of 
books on the Bible is given, also a list 
of publishers and bookstores for both 
new and secondhand books. We would 
advise every young minister to get this 
book in the very beginning of the build- 
ing of his library. Those older minis- 
ters whose books are in a state of con- 
fusion may also be helped. 


David. By F. B. Meyer. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.50.) The life of the shepherd who be- 
came a king is traced with artistic skill 
in this volume (a reprint edition). In 
twenty-seven fact-filled messages, Dr. 
Meyer brings together many Biblical 
references to the great ancestor of Christ, 
frequently showing the connection of the 
Psalms of David, or portions thereof, 
with the historical records in the books 
of Samuel. The treatment of the vari- 
ous themes is homiletical and devotional 
in the literary style for which the author 
is noted. Appropriate poetry abounds 
in these pages in the form of quotations 
from such men as Browning,* Cowper, 
Tennyson, Wordsworth, and the like. 
These, along with other apt illustrative 
lines, are blended with practical ser- 
monic points to make a portrait that 
expertly and movingly reveals David's 
varied experiences and inspired expres- 
sions. It is a portrait that commands 
affection and respect for its subject, ad- 
miration and gratitude for its artist, and 
determination to trust and obey, with 
deeper devotion, the Lord of both. 


Birth Marks of the Born-Again. By the 
Rev. Harry McCormick Lintz. (Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill, $1, paper.) 
Readers are under a, real debt of grati- 
tude to this author for such a clear and 
helpful presentation as to just who are 
the true Christians, an oft-neglected 
subject. The preface makes it clear that 
Mr, Lintz is not discussing surface-indi- 
cations, but rather the clear-cut marks 
and outward demonstrations that should 
characterize the one who is identified 
by faith with the Son of God in living 
reality. The six chapters indicate the 
progressive argument of the book: “Birth 
Marks of the Born-Again”; “The Maxi- 
mum Message”; “The Negatives of Nico- 
demus”; “The Demands of Discipleship”; 
“A Positive, Perceptible Pilgrimage”; 
and “Eagle Christians.” The testimony 
is clear as to salvation by grace through 
faith in our atoning Saviour, but one 
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might wish for more explanation as to 
just how one obtains this birth from 
above, mystery though it be! Evange- 
lists and preachers should study this 
book most profitably. 


The Basis of the Premillennial Faith. 
By Charles C. Ryrie. (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York 10; $2.50.) Originally pre- 
sented to the faculty of Dallas Seminary 
as a doctrinal dissertation, this volunmte 
surveys the arguments for and against 
premillennialism from the standpoint of 
different disciplines of theology. The 
chapters cover premillennialism’s basis 
in history, hermeneutics, the Abrahamic, 
Davidic, and new covenants, in ecclesi- 
ology, and eschatology. In each chapter, 
the author refutes the reasoning of the 
amillennialist. He has endeavored to 
cover much material in a small volume, 
and of necessity has had to omit many 
significant details. However, in his main 
thesis he has stressed the vital point: 
that the safest method of interpreting 
the Bible is the literal, “and on this 
principle premillennialism rests.” A 
helpful index of all Scripture references 
is added at the end of the book. 
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Modern Uncertainty and Christian 
Faith. By G. C.. Berkouwer, (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.50.) This volume contains six 
lectures delivered at Calvin College and 
Seminary. The lectures deal with the 
conflict between Christianity and mod- 
ern unbelief, and defend the central doc- 
trines of the inerrancy of Scriptures, the 
authority of the Bible, and the certainty 
of its teachings. The errors of Roman- 
ism and Barthianism are refuted. The 
lectures are soundly based on the Scrip- 
tures and will assist the layman in un- 
derstanding the constantly shifting scene 
of modern theology. 

The Christian’s Companion. (Pilgrim 
Publishers, P. O. Box 3070, Los Angeles 
28; $1.) Here is a pocket edition of the 
Gospel of John, in the King James Ver- 
sion, with copious notes to help young 
converts and soul-winners. Edited by 
Earl J. Edwards, this is the seventh edi- 
tion, and 265,000 copies are in circula- 
tion. The name of Christ appears in 
the heading of every chapter, with qual- 
ifying adjectives all beginning with “S,” 
as “The Supreme Christ” and “The Sat- 
isfying Christ.” At the beginning there 
are seven points for the unsaved and 
thirteen answers to excuses. Besides 
the text, on every page there are ex- 
planatory footnotes, short outlines on 
Bible topics, poems, and epigrams. Be- 
yond page 106, where the text ends, 
there are twenty-two pages of notes and 
outlines, espeaially for the soukwinner. 
The small type of the notes makes them 
hard to read continuously, 

This is a valuable companion for the 
Christian to carry with him, to help 
him lead others to Christ, and for his 
own edification. 


Dispensational Truth: or God’s Plan 
and Purpose in the Ages. By Clarence 
Larkin, (Clarence Larkin Estate, 2802 
N. Park Ave., Philadelphia 32; $6.95.) 
First published in 1918, this remarkable 
book is now in its twenty-first printing, 
and it has stood the test of thirty-six 
years of constant usage in Fundamental 
circles. It has had a wide circulation 
both in the United States and abroad. 
The author was trained as a mechanical 
engineer and architect and later became 
a Baptist minister, serving pastorates 
near Philadelphia for many years. His 
skill as a draftsman was employed to 
excellent advantage when he began to 
preach and teach dispensational truth by 
means of charts and diagrams, and the 
enthusiastic reception of these charts led 
later to‘their publication in book form. 

The whole gamut of dispensational 
truth is covered in this volume. There 
are thirty-four chapters of descriptive 
material, and ninety charts and fifteen 
line cuts. A few of the chapter titles 
will suggest the wealth of material to be 
found here: “Mountain Peaks of Proph- 
ecy,” “The Second Coming of Christ,” 
“Rightly Dividing the Word,” “The 
Spirit World,” “Satan,” “Antichrist,” 
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“Satanic Trinity,” “The Tribulation,” and 
“Renovation of the Earth.” 

The author’s position is “futurist,” 
holding to the premillennial return of 
the Lord Jesus, and pretribulation rap- 
ture of the Church. His teaching is 
sane and clear, and free from the pitfalls 
of speculation and date-setting. Not all 
sincere students of the Word will follow 
him at every point, particularly in his 
support of the nebular hypothesis of 
Creation and his comments on the dis- 
pensational teaching of the Great Pyra- 
mid, in which latter position he parallels 
the teaching of Dr. Joseph A. Seiss. 
However, these two subjects occupy a 
very small part of the volume and should 
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not mar the usefulness of the many other 
fine expositions it contains, 

The book is bound in cloth, atlas form, 
measuring 10%x11 inches, and the large 
charts, beautifully drawn, each spread 
over two pages. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 28 to July 4 

Mon.—Isaiah 9:2-7. Isaiah’s Hope. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall 
be no end.” Isaiah’s God-given hope is 
God’s bequest to every believer. Christ 
Himself is our hope. His salvation ex- 
tends to us as individuals and to nations. 
His coming righteous reign as King over 


Israel and the whole earth is as cer- 
tain as was His first advent to Old Tes- 
tament believers. Blessed hope! Glori- 
ous Kingdom to come! Pray for the 
Alaska Evangelization Society, Waterloo, 
Iowa. 


Tues.—Matthew 20:20-28. 
A Ministering Servant. 
PraYyeR SuccEsTIons: “Whosoever will 
be great among you, let him be your 
minister.” There is no place in Gospel 
ministry for men of ease. The ministry 
is like a servant’s task, not like that of 
a taskmaster. Our Lord was among us 
as one that serveth. By love we are to 
serve one another. He that is servant 
of all is greatest of all. Pray for the 
Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, El 
Biar, Algiers, North Africa, 


Wed.—Colossians 1:24-29. 
Life Worthy of Christ. 


PRAYER SucGcESTIONS: “Whereunto I 
also labour, striving according to his 
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working, which worketh in me mightily.” 
Let all whom God has made ministers 
give full place to the will of God in life 
and labor. The Lord desires to work in 
us both to, will and to do His pleasure. 
The work which He can effect through 
us is far beyond anything we, of our- 
selyes, ever can do for Him. As Mr. 
Moody said, “God can make more out 
of your life than you can.” Pray for the 
American European Bethel Mission, Inc., 
Los Angeles. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 6:1-4. 
Honoring Our Parents. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Honour thy 
father and mother .. . that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth.” ‘There is no age 
limit to this holy obligation. Failure to 
obey the commandment means we have 
denied the faith, and shortened our days 
on earth (see vs, 2, 3, and 1 Tim, 5:8). 
Do you honor your parents? Pray for 
the American Leprosy Migsions, Inc., 
New York City. « 


Fri.—Luke 2:41-52. Seeking Truth. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus increased 
in wisdom.” The Lord Jesus is the fount 
of all wisdom and knowledge. He said, 
“Learn of me.” What we learn from 
Him is truth eternal. In His life here in 
the flesh, He entered into every experi- 
ence of human life excépt sin. We can 
grow in wisdom and grace and in favor 
with God and man as we receive Him 
and His Word. Your weakness or 
strength as a Christian depends. upon 
your growth in His knowledge and grace. 
If you have His Spirit, you will want 
more of His truth and grace. Pray for 
the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
New York Gity. 


Sat.—Philippians 2:12-22. 
The Things of Christ. 


Prayer Svuacestions: “For all seek 
their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ’s.” Paul often uses the 
phrase, “these things” (Rom. 8:31; 1 Cor. 
4:6, 14; 2 Cor. 2:16). Thus he puts us 
in remembrance and calls upon us to 
meditate upon and observe the things 


ef Jesus Christ. And how infinitely 
superior His things are to ours! Do you 
choose the things of Christ? Pray for 


the Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism, Inc., Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Isaiah 52:1-10. 
A Favored Nation. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Thy God 
reigneth!” No nation ever was so 
favored or ever will be as favored as 
God’s Chosen People have 
been sifted down through all cen- 
turies. God is purifying them as sil 
ver and gold to make them, according 
to promise, the priests of the nations. 
In the set time He will favor them. 
The time is not seemingly very re- 
mote, Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
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